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REPORT. 


, COMMITTEE ROOM, i: 
September 28, 1866. 
To the Hon. the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the 
: "House of Representatives of the State of Texas: 


" The undersigned, who were appointed a Joint Committee on 
the part of the Senate and of the House of Representatives, 
“ to proceed to the town of Brenham, in Washington county, 
and to make a full and thorough investigation into the facts and 
circumstances connected with the burning of a portion of said 
town, and to report the result of their investigation, with their 
recommendation as to what action should be taken in the prem- 
ises.; ” beg leave to report as follows * - 

On our way from Austin, we learned at La Grange, that Col. 
E. C. Mason, who had been engaged in making an investigation 
of the same, under the orders of the military -authorities, had 
concluded his examination, and left Brenham for Galveston. 
We immediately telegraphed him from La Grange, on Septem- 
ber, 16th, apprising him of our appointment, and that we would 
begin our investigation at the Court House in Brenham, on 
Tuesday, the 18th inst., at 9 o’clock, a. m., and respectfully re- 
quested him to be present in person, ur to delegate: some other 
suitable officer to be present.—{See copy of telegram, marked 
c6 A.” i å 

To” this dispatch we received no telegraphic answer ; but on 
the 19th.inst, we received through Capt. and Brevet Maj. G. 
W. Smith, commanding Post of Brenham, a communication 
from Col. Mason, dated September, 17th, in which, acknowledg- 
ing his thanks for our inyitation to him to co-operate with us, 
and expressing his regret that he did not have our assistance in 
making his own inquiries, he states that he has made a consci- 
entious investigation of the whole affair, and expresses the hope 
that the result of our inquiries may coincide with his own, 
— [See Mason’s letters, marked “ B.”] 

We reached Brenham on the morning of Monday, the 17th 
inst., and during the afternoon of that day, we visited the camp 
of Maj. Smith, and notified him of 'our commission, and of the 
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time and place at which the investigation would begin, and re- 
quested him to be present, and to co-operate with us in the en- 
deavor to elicit all the facts. To which Maj. Smith, after ask- 
ing if Col. Mason’s investigation and report were not satisfacto- 
ry, replied that he did not feel at liber ty to take any part in the 
examination. 

On Tuesday morning ahe 18th inst., having organized the 
commission, we dispatched the Deputy Sheriff of Wa ishington 


county, with a writ of habeas corpus ad testificandym directed 


to Maj. Smith, and commanding him to bring, before us as wit- 
nesses, Sergeants Howard and Skinner, and privates Turner, 
Murphy and Mackey, belonging to the company of United States 


soldiers, under his command. The Sheriff avas instructed to de- 


mand these men of Maj. Smith, but.to make no attempt to” 
arrest them by force. The Sheriff returned the writ executed on 
Maj. Smith, who verbally declined to obey it. —[See writ of ha- 
beas corpus ad testificandum. : 

Accompanying this writ, we addressed a im: to Maj. Smith, 
stating that it was important to a full and fair investigation, 


- that these men should be examined; and assuring him that: 


they should be in no wise molested. We also requested himi to 


" be present at their examination.—| Letter to Maj. Smith, markod 


%6 E. 77 

Maj. Smith replied that he had received no or rders apprising. 
him of any change in the military status of the country, and 
that he did not feel at liberty to turn over the men of his com- 
mand without orders from the District Commander.—-[Letter 


from Maj. Smith, marked “ F.” 


We rephed that the object of- the process was to obtain the 
testimony of the parties named, and not to arrest them; and if 


+ permitted to appear before the’ commission, they should "be pro- 


tected and permitted immediately to return unmolested to their 
command.—|[ Letter to Maj. Smith, marked “ G.” . 


Maj. Smith answered that he had been informed by the dis- 
trict commander that it was not necessary for him to appear, as 
an investigation had already been had. —[Letter from Maj. Smith, 
marked “H.” 

We then telegraphed Col. Mason, again réquesting his pres- 
ence, and that he would order Maj. Smith to send before the 
commission such of his men as we might wish to examine.—[Copy_ 


of dispatch, marked “1.”] . 


Col. Mason telegraphed in reply, that he was meek leaving’ 
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for New-Orleans, and could not attend, and that he had no au- 
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_ thority to give Maj Ponh the ordere we desired.—[Copy of dis- 
` patch, marked “ 

; It appedrs, from a written statement furnished us by Maj. 

© Smith on Thursday, 20th inst, that during the night of the 
17th, which followed our arrival i in Brenham, “and our first visit 
to his camp, that four privates belonging to his command, to-wit: 
Murphy, Mackey, Murray and Riley, had deserted, and that 
Sergeant Howard was absent with a detail in pursuit of them. 
—|Sce statement of deserters and absentees, marked “G.” 

The committee then proceeded with the examination, having 
first adopted the -rule to examine only one witness at a time, 
and to give no one witness an opportunity to hear the testimony l 
of-others, Each witness was sworn, his statement was reduced 
to writing, and signed by him. The whole evidence, so taken, 
is herewith submitted, marked “ Record of evidence, ‘No. 1 and | 
2,” After we had completed the investigation, so far asit could 2 2 
be done, on the evidence of the citizens, which is embodied in 
Record No. l, we addressed a letter to Major Smith, stating ' 
that the testimony taken strongly implicated himself and sev- i 


eral of his men in the burning ‘of thé town, and that if desired A 
by him, we could visit his camp at such time, on the 20th inst., | 
as would suit his convenience and receive any statement he a 
might desire to make, and the evidence of such others as he might" i 
wish to examine. He then invited us to his camp and we there took | 
down the evidence, embodied i Record No. 2, It was on this | 
occasion that Maj. ‘Smith informed us for the first time of the i 
desertion of the men named above. gi 


We have set out these facts thus fully, in order to show that - 7 

our object was to makea thorough and impartial investigation, F 

and that if witnesses were absent, and facts unexplained, the 

responsibility rests with others, not with us. ti 

- Having submitted the whole testimony taken by us, we deem $ 

it necessary to state briefiy, and in a connected form, the facts í 

„as they transpired, and to give the conclusions therefrom which 
have forced themselves upon the minds of the committee., 

On Friday night, the 7th inst., a party of U. S. soldiers be- k 

longing to the command of Maj. G. W. Smith, stationed at A 

Brenham, being under the influence of liquor, visited a negro AH 

= ball in the town, created a disturbance, beat some of the negro | 

| men, and ult timately broke up the bull. K 

About 11 o’clock, this same party of soldiers, pursued a negro, 

who was endeavoring to- escape them, to the door of the ball 4 

room, up stairs, where a party of white ladies and gentlemen 

were engaged in dancing. The soldiers dragged the terrified 
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and screaming negro to the foot of thé stairs and commenced 
to keat him, This disturbance alarmed the ladies within, 
and a small party of gentlemen, the escorts and companions of 
the ladies at the ball, among whom were Messrs. Wyatt, Dickie 
and McAlister, went out to quell it. They stated to the. 
soldiers that this was-a private party of ladies and gentlemen, 
who did not wish to be disturbed, and they requested the soldiers 
to leave. This the soldiers refused to do; but instead, they. 
used violent, insulting and obscene language, and finally drew 
their weapons and flourished them in the faces of sume of the 
citizens, and attempted to strike others. The citizens were 
wholly unarmed, but dispersed to arm themselves for their own 
protection, and that of their female friends. On their return, 
armed, the quarrel was renewed, pistol shots were fired, and 
otber weapons were used, and in the course of the difficulty, 
two cf the soldiers were wounded. The wounded men were 
borne off by their companions, There was no attempt on the 
part of the citizens to follow them up, or to injure them after 
they had left the immediate neighborhood of the ball room. 
The wounded men were’ taken to camp, and citizen surgeons 
were called in:to attend them. Meanwhile, intense excitement 
existed in the camp, and threats pointing to the burning of the. 

- town and other injuries to the citizens, were loud and frequent. 
Similar threats of. burning and violence were openly made by 

the soldiers throughout the night, up to the moment of the fire, 
At about 12 o’clock, Maj. Smith, with a mounted squad; came 
into Brenham, arrested and sent to camp two beardless boys 

““as hostages,” -according to his subsequent statement to Dr. 
Bauer ; but according to his statetant to the committee, on 
the ground that they were parties to the rioting, We are com- 
pelled, however, in candor to say that there was not a particle 
of testimony introduced to show that either ot these boys was . 
eveh present at the difficulty. Maj. Smith, after a fruitless 

; search for Wyatt, McAlister and others, announced to the clerk 
of the principal hotel in Brenham, that if these parties, and 
Wyatt in particular, were not delivered up to him within an 

hour, the people of the town, (according to the civilian witness- 

es,) or the parties named, according to the statement of Maj: 

Smith and his men, would have cause to regret it, and that he 

would be back before daylight. Maj. Smith and „his mounted 

i squad then patroled the town, and visited several places, among 
others, Compton’s store, where he posted an armed guard of in- 
fantry, and then, after announcing that the hour was up, pro- 
ceeded to Wyatt’s saloon, forced their way into it by breaking 
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down the doors, and then commenced a wanton destruction of 
the furniture and other property. The whole company of sol- 
diers had followed Maj. Smith into the town and now joined him 
in front of Wyatt's. After they had plundered the establish- 
ment and destroyed or carried away its most valuable contents, 
the men were ordered out, and marched about 100 yards in the 
direction of their camp, when they were halted in front of Red- 
aick’s Hotel, on the edge of town; here, words of command 
were givon; the subject of burning the town was discussed, 
liquors stolen from Wyatt’s saloon were drank, and finally a por- 
tion of the company were marched in the direction of their camp, 
and a portion back into the town. The party who marched into 
town proceeded directly to Compton’s store; and after firing six 
or eight shots into the building, forced their way in by breaking 
down the doors, and destroyed or carried off a quantity of the 
goods. Within a few- minutes, this party, or another, returned 
to the same store and piled up boxes and other inflammable mate- 
rial, and fired it, guarding the premises until the fire had gotten 
beyond control, or until, as one of them expressed it, “all hell 
could’nt save it now.” The interval of time between Maj. 
Smith's departure, with his men, from Wyatt’s saloon and the 
firing of Compton’s store, could not have exceeded 3 of an hour. 
During the pillaging and firing, armed sentinels were stationed 
in front of Compton’s store, and a motinted vidette was patrol- 
ing the streets.. The men who committed these outrages, were 
armed, equipped and dressed as U.S. soldiers. None but sol- 
diers have been permitted to wear the uniform and bear the 
arms of the U. 8. army, in Washington county, since the sur- 
render. 

Upon all these facts, we think no candid man can arrive at 
any other conclusion than ihose which have forced. themselves 
upon our minds, to-wit, : . 4 

That the original difficulty at the negro ball, was occasioned 
by the soldiers, the citizens had no part in it ; that the difficulty 
at the white ball grew out of an uniawful interference by a par- 
ty of armed and drunken soldiers, with a peaceful party of ladies 
and gentlemen, met together for social recreation. 

That the gentlemen of this party were wholly unarmed, and 
unsuspicious of any difficulty ; that they mildly requested the 
soldiers to cease the disturbance, and, only after being insulted 
and assaulted, did they arm themselves and drive their assailants 
from the neighborhood of the bar-room, wounding two of them, 
one severely and another slightly, but neither of them mortally; 
that throughout this difficulty, the whole blame rests with the 
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drunken soldiers, who provoked it; and that the citizens not 
only had the lawful right to resist it, as they did, but could not 
honorabiy have done less. 

That on the return of these wounded men to camp, intense 
excitement was aroused among their fellow soldiers ; and these, 
within the hearing of Maj. Smith, and without any attempt at 
concealment from “him, threatened to hold the town responsible 
for the alleged injury ; that similar threats were openly made 
by the soldiers, up to the hour of the burning, and could scarcely 
have been unknown to- their commanding. officers } > that Major 
Smith not only took no measures to repress this excitement, or 
to prevent the execution ot these threats, but, on the contrary, 
lent them the sanction of threatening words and actions of his 
own ; that he-ordered and permitted an already excited soldiery 
to break into and pillage an establishment, which he knew to be 
filled with liquors ; that after leaving ‘this saloon, the com- 
pany was marched, under or ders, about one hundred yards in the 
direction ‘of their camp, and were there halted for some time; 
while liquors were circulated, the subject of burning the. town 
was discussed, words of command were given, and then a portion 
of the company was marched towards camp, while another por- 
tion went directly down to Compton’s store, and after firing into 
the building, broke open and pillaged the store, and within fifteen 
or twenty minutes fired the ‘building, and guarded it until the 
flames had got beyond control. That these acts of pillage and in- 
cendiarism were done by soldiers belonging to Major Smith's com- 
. mand, among whom we feel warranted in naming privates 
Murray, Marphy, Mackey anal Riley, who deserted on the 17th 
inst., and sergeant Howard, who was subsequently detailed to go 
in pursuit of them ; that in these acts of pillage and incendiar- 
ism, the soldiers were acting under military orders, but whether 
or not emanating directly from Major Smith; the evidence i is not 

sufficiently” full to authorize us to declare ; that Major Smith, 
on his return to camp, neither called the roll, ‘to ascertain whether 
all his men were present,- not took any adequate precautions to 
prevent the execution of these threats against the town; and 
when the alarm of fire reached his camp, he neither ordered nor 
encouraged his men to go to the assistance of the burning town ; 
and so far as the committe have been able to ascer tain, no man of 
the command was in the town after the fire had gotten well 
under way ; shat so far as the committee has been able. to ascer- 
tain, no: attempt has been made by Major Smith to arrest the 
parties named and identified by citizens as engaged in the burn- 
ing; that four of the parties so idetitified deserted on the night of 
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ins 17th inst., and four others who were suspected, on the night of 
the 19th, and that sergeant Howard, who was identified as one of 


those engaged i in the burning, was detailed by Major Smith to go _ 


in pursuit of the first party of deserters; that on the 18th inst., we 

had demanded these very parties of Major Smith as witnesses ; ; 
that although they must, at the time, have been absent from 
camp, he declined to deliver them up on “other grounds, and did 
not apprise us of their desertion and absence until the 20th 
inst., after it was too late to send in pursuit of them, with any 
reasonable hope of success. 

The committee regret that-they. have not been able to ascer- 

twin the names of all the soldiers engaged in the perpetration of 
these outrages. Had they been fortunate enough to have 
obtained an earlier and heartier cooperation from the military; had 
Major, Smith arrested and placed under guard the men racog- 
nized and pointed out by citizens as those engaged in the burning; 
had he used the necessary precautions to prevent the degertion 
of these parties ; had he sent sergeant Howard, one of the parties 
accused, before the committe ee, instead of detailing him to go in 
pursuit of tite other parties acgused ; had he promptly informed 
the committee, during the three days of correspondence and com- 
munication between them, of the desertion of these parties, in- 
stead of giving other reasons for refusing to permit them to 
appear as witnesses, your committee might have been enabled to 
blazon the names of all the guilty parties, jor the execration of 
mankind, and the punishment due their crimes. Whether, how- 
ever, such a course would have contributed towards relieving 
Major Smith from the universal suspicion of having instigated 
and directed the buining, your committes do not feel called upon 
to say. 

. Your committee fecl that they ought not to close this Report 
without bearing-testimony to the law-abiding spirit evinced by 
the citizens of Brenham, under outrages so well calculated to 
call forth their indignation, and even provoke, retaliatory 
breaches of the peace. “Phe zommittee have observed with grati- 
fication and pride, that while there exists among all classes of 
citizens a determination to*defend themselves against similar 
outrages in the future, they yet bear their heavy wrongs of the 


past with a dignified forbearance, trusting that in the fullness of 


time the ou traged law may be vindicated, and the midnight in- 
cendiaries br ought to-justice. 

Your Committee herewith submit a list of the names of the 
persons whose property was destroyed by the fire, with amount 
of loss sustained by each, together with the evidence taken to 
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substantiate said claims, amounting in the aggreg ate to ies sum 
of $131,026 00. 

These claims are proven by the affidavits of the parties re- » 
spectively, and the affidavits of disinterested parties to the same 
facts. 


Your committee recommend that our Senators and Represen- 
tatives.in Cofigress, and the Governor of this State, urge upon 
the Congress of the United States the justice and importance of 
an early | settlement of these cluims. 

' It is apparent from the testimony that the fire was the act of the 
Federal soldiers stationed by the General Government at the 
town of Brenham, and the destruction of the property of the 
citizens, wanton and wholly unauthorized by law. 

Your commitlee also recominend that the President of the 
United States and military authorities be requested to remove 
the company of soldiers now stationed at Brenham to the fron- 
tier, where their presencé and services are imperatively. required 
to protect the exposed frontier against the murderous attacks of 
the savage. 


Your committee also recommend that his Excellency, the 
Governor, demand that Brevet Major G. W. Smith, and such 
members of his command as have been or may be identified as 
parties engaged in the burning of the town, be delivered. to the 
civil authorities for trial. 


And your cominittee would bere state that Wyatt and McAl- 
ister, charged with the offence o: shooting the soldiers, have been 
bound over in bonds for their appearance before the District 
Court of said county. , 

. All of which is most respectfully submitted. 
GEO. E. BURNEY, 
On part of Senate.” 
_C. KYLE, ` 
J.D. GIDDINGS, 
On part of House of Representatives Committee. 
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STATEMENT of Losses incurred by Citizens at the Burning 
of a portion of the town of Brenham, in Washington County, 


on the night of the Tth of September, 1866. 


me 


Te gh ee eT ran N A 


NO.) NAME OF AFFIANT. |CHARACTER Of LOSSES. 


. HErancis D. Allen 

2) Allen & Neumann 

3\C .R. Breedlove, agent 
for V, Little 

4J. B. Campbell 

5IN. F. Campbell 


Books, Accounts, &c., 
Books, Stationery, &c. 


House 
House and groceries 
Saddler shop and con- 
tents 
6|Compton & Bros. (Merchandise, books, ac- 
counts, &e. 
7|Jno. Dunning Soda Fountain, fixtures 
SiSam Levinson, et. al.|Merch’dise, money, ac- 
counts &e, 
9D. L. McGary | Law books, notes &e. 
10. McGary & Roff ` 
11 ‘Geo. W. Moore i 
12, Norris & McNeese 
| 


Printing office, &e. 
Clothing and money 
2 Store houses, furni- 


| " ture, &e, 
"13 Pressley & Roff |House, bar fixtures, li- 
| i | quors, &c. 
Så & J. Btevenson jClothing, medical libra- 
ry, &e 


& 
$ e 


IEU. Surghnor Household Pere | 


16| Watkins & Stevenson 
17\|Jno. B. Watkins General merchandise | 
18 ANA: & McCrocklin|Bar-room, billiard sa- 
; ‘| Joon, furniture and! 
i liquors 
i Total.. - - - - - - 


nmm L 


Drugs, medicines, &c. 


amaeana 


§ 131,026 


m e 


VALUE. 


5,000 


UO 


3,500 00 


1,500 
1,500 


700 
25,000 


225 
27,800 


500 ° 


5,009 
60 


35,060 
2,500 
1,000 
"600 


15,141 
9.600 


1.500 
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RECORD NO. 1. 
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Thomas W. Moore sworn, saith—I had been to the Baptist 
Church on the evening of F riday the 7th September ; and when 
returning, about 10 o ‘clock, I passed by the negro ball and ob- 
served Federal soldiers dancing with the negro women; and 
presently three or four soldiers came up to the door; 1 then 
stood near the door looking in, the soldiers attempted to go in 
and a negro barber, I think, by the name of Foster, demanded 
pay, and “told them it was a pay ball; thev refused, and- after 
some words, pressed their way into the ball room, passed round 
` their bottles and insisted that the negro women as well as the 

men should drink—scme refused. They ma‘ie some disturbance, 
and finally blowed out the light, and attacked the negro barber, 
struck him several times, and broke up the negro ball. The sol- 
diers then started up to the dancing-room of Dukes’—were 
drinkmg—some of them quite in toxicated. I started to the 
Hotel ; “two soldiers overtook me, one was called Mackey, who 
aught me by the collar, and tore my coat, and then caught me 
by the throat ; another soldier came up, and they found I was a 
white man, and not a resident of the tow n; they then said that 
they had broken up the negro ball and were then going to break 
up the white ball of Dukes’. Two soldiers took hold of me, one 
by each arm and forced me along with them—they had some talk 
with a drunken Indian on the str eet, but the two compelled me 
to go along with them to thy dansing-room of Messrs. Dukes’ 
when they “reached the steps; (leading up to the hall, anegro man 
was going up the steps) they seized him, pulled him down to the 
ground, beat and kicked the neero, and made much disturbance 
and noise, cursing and using obscene language, and singing ob- 
scene songs. "Some gen tlemen came down from the danciug-room 
and quietly requested the soldiers to go away and not interr upt 
the ladies, when one soldier drew a large knife, another a bayonct, 
and struck at Capt. Dickie; others seemed to be much infuriated 
and determined on mischief. In a short time a pistol fired, 
whether it was fired by a soldier or citizen, I cannot positively 
state, but one soldier had his pistol, and I believe fired the first 
shot; then several shots were fired, and one soldier was knocked 
down. As I was being carried along the street towards the dan- 
cing-room of Messrs. Dukes’ some of the soldiers pursued and 


13. 


cauzht some of the negro women in the street, and by force, 
threw them down-in the street, 
i THOS. W. MOORE. 
Sworn.to and subséribed before us, the 25th September, 1866, 
~ GEO. E. BURNEY, 
C. KYLE, - Committee. 
J. D. GIDDINGS. 


STATE OF TEXAS, 
County oF WASHINGTON. 


Personally appeared before the undersigned commission, ap- 


pointed. by the Legislature of the State of Texas, G. W. Moore, 
a citizen of the State aforesaid, who being duly sworn gaith—Thae 
the first I knew of the disturbance‘in town, I was sleeping in tht 
Banner office; over Compton & Bros, store, on the night of the 
7th September, 1866. I was awakened by some person or persons 
throwing rocks against the front doop and the firing ot guns; the 
knocking continued, and finally they succeeded in breaking into 
the house; as well as I couldsee there were about eight men, all 
dressed in Federal uniform, with guns and bayonets, After they 
succeeded in breaking the door down they entered the house, and 
then took all the goods they could conveniently carry, and 
marched off up Main street in the direction of their camp; they 


were gone about half or three-quarters of an-hour, when a party: 


of about, same number returned and entered the house, remained 
some fifteen or twenty minutes, when they set fire to it; I then 
finding that the house was on fire, determined to make my es- 
cape if possible; seeing that they still seemed to guard the house, 
I made my way to the foot of the stairs as quietly as possible, 
passed the enard in a run, and thus made my escape by having 
some two and three shots fired at me; I could hear them converse, 
but it being’ ina foreign language, could not distinguish what 
was said ; the last party seemed to’ be armed’ and dressed as 
the first; I first discovered the house was on fire by hearing the 
crackling and seeing the smoke come up through the floor; and 
the soldiers guarded the house until the fire was well under way; 
there were three sleeping in the room besides myself, Llenry 
Ludlow, Robt. Dixon and James Skinner. 
l G. W. MOORE. 

' Sworn to and subscribed before us, this the 18th day of Sep- 
tember, 1866. 

, GEO. E. BURNEY, ~ 


J. D. GIDDINGS. 


' C. KYLE, | eCommittes, - 


ee Et a 
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The following witness. called and sworn; saith: ~ i c 

Henry Foster (colored man) being sworn, saith—On the night 
of September 7th, 1866, I was giving a ball in a house north of 
Reddick’s Hotel when some five Federal soldiers came. - I stopped 
them at the door and asked them for pay, and told them the ball 
was given for the benefit of the colored people, and not for them; 
they said that I was the first one that ever charged them any- 
thing, or objected to them coming in; they refused to pay, but 
forced themselves’ past me. One sent after the balance.of their 
crowd; they had a couple bottles of whisky, and commenced dans 
cing backwards and forwards across the floor, passing the whisky - 
around while dancing, and tried to get the women to drink, 
Qne was dancing with Mollie Browning (colored woman.) In 
consequence of their conduct, I said I would not keep the ball 


open any longer; they replied that, they would throw me out and 


take charge of it themselves: we danced but two sets, when I 
told the colored people in consequence of the conduct of the sol- 
diers that I woud break up the ball, and left the house; this was 
about 10 o'clock. After the colored people had. left, one of the 
soldiers named Mickey, struck at me with a long piece of plank, 

which I warded off. About this time four or five soldiers gath- 
ered around me; one had a long knife, which he waved over me,’ 
cursing me at the time; he then put "the knife in his bosom and 
struck me witli his fist ; another one struck me with his. fist at 
the same time; I then dodged under a man and slipped out the 
door ; I ran round the east side of the sqnåre"to the post office, 
and there saw the same party who had been after me beating a 
colored boy named Bob Shaw, near Williamson & Dickie’s store, 

I then left and went home, and- knew nothing ‘more until the 
alarm of fire was given, ; ' 


HENRY a FOSTER. 
mark, . 
Sworn to and subscribed before” us, this the 18th day of Sep- 


tember, 1866. 
i GEO. E. BURNEY, 


C. KYLE, | | Committee. 
J. D. GIDDINGS, 


i A 1 


Susan Walker, (colored) being sworn, saith—On the night of 


‘September 7th, 1866, I was at the white people’s ball, standing 
‘on the steps; there was a ree man standing beside me ; a sol- 


eee 


dier whose name is Mackey, belonging to Smith's company, 
caught him by the arm and pulled him head foremost down 
stairs ; that created an excitement up stairs; the crowd came 
rushing down, and a gentleman asked me what was the matter; 
I told him the Indians or soldiers one were fighting at the door; 
the first crowd rushed back up stairs; the second crowd came 
down; a gentleman in it asked: ‘What ir the hell was the 
row?” <A soldier replied “we are not after. you sir, but after 
that damned negro!” ‘The citizens said, “‘this is no place to raise 
a row” The soldier then began to curse and abuse the citizen 
‘and drew a knife on him; the citizen told him to take it back 


anotner soldier stepped up and said take back hell, Mackey, l 


don’t you take back nothing, we can whip the whole damn 
crowd ; the citizen then disappeared, and I went up stairs. In 
a few moments I heard firing—did not see who did the firing. 1 
afterward saw that they were soldiers who were fighting at the 
door” 


_ her 
SUSAN w WALKER. 
Hs ‘mark. 
Sworn to and subscribed before us, this the 18th day of Sep- 
tember, 1866. 
GEO. E. BURNEY, 
“a i C. KYLE, Committee. 
J. D. GIDDINGS. 


_ dno: M. Sharp, being sworn, saith—On the night of the 7th 
September, 1866; I was sleeping at Mr. Sawyer’s, some two 
hundred and fifty yards east from the Court-house. I was 
awakened by the dogs barking and people passing the street ; 
went out to look after mv: horses ; Mr. Sawyers house is on the 
direct route from Court-house to the soldiers’ camp. I said I 
believed I would.go up town and see what is going on; (I sup- 
pose this was between two and three o’clock) when I got oppo- 
site the north front of the Court-house ; I heard six guns fired 
in front of Compton Bros. store; very soon two more were fired ; 
I next heard pounding on the doors, and heard the rattle of bro- 
ken plank and glass ; I then started home, the crowd following 
after me; I got over the corner of the fence, and was so near 
them that I could have touched them with a stick; they were all 
dressed in:Federal uniform; some had on military caps, and all 
had guns ; ‘I heard one say, we made a pretty good raid to-night; 
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another one replied, I did not get much, only six combs. Mrs 
Dillar, who also.slept at Mr. Sawyers’, (after the soldiers all 
passed going towards camp,) and myself, came up town; Mr. Dil- 
lar stopped at his store in the upper part of town; I came on 
down opposite the Morris building, when I saw three soldiers in 
Compton Bros. store; they were dressed in uniform, with mili- 
tary caps on, and had guns; I went back up to Dillar’s store and 
told Dillar that I saw three soldiers in ‘Compton’s store; Dillar 
stood on his front platform and said, they have set “fireto it i 
when on my way up from Compton’s store, and near the Clark 
and Terry corner, I saw a tall slim man sitting in the street on ° 
a sorrel ball-faced horse, which I recognized as Capt. Smith's 
ball-faced ‘sorrel horse which he has been in the habit of riding 
ever since he has been here. Iam an old stage driver, and am 
in the habit of paying a great deal of attention to horses, and 
knew the horse to be the one which Capt. Smith is in the habit 
of riding, when I came-to within ten or twelve feet of him he 
galloped toward the south side of the square; I never saw any 
one but Capt. Smith ride this same horse; I passed on until op- 
posite the Court-house ; I saw two men come out of Compton’s 
store, dressed in blue, caps on, guns in their hands; one says to 
the others: come on, one replied, hold on ; as I got near the stare 
the third one came ‘out, and the smoke and flame followed him 
out of the door, He cried “all hell can’t save it now;” They ran 
toward the depot; when I got to the front door the whole of 
the lower part of the building was in flames, and it was impossi- 
ble for any one to enter; I took the man who cried “all hell 
can’t save it,” to-be an Trishman, from his brogue. The man - 
who was sitting on the horse in the street wore-a dark colored 
hat similar in appearance to the one usually worn by Captain 
Smith. É ' 


JOHN M. M SHARP. 
mark 
Sworn to and subscribed before us, this the 18th day of Sep- 


GEO. E. BURNEY, 
C. KYLE, Committee. 
J. D. GIDDINGS. : 


tember, 1866. 


Thos: S, Robards, being duly sworn, saith—I was at the 
Crumpler. Hotel; when Capt. Smith. called for Wyatt and others; - 


a om 
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Capt 8. told Mr. Welch, Clerk of the hotel, to say to the citizens 
of Brenham, that “if Wyattand the other parties, more especially . | 
Wyatt, were not forthcoming within one hour, that they would EN | 
have cause to regret it ; I will be back between now and day- 
light.” This conversation occurred about 12 o’clock on the night 
of September 7th, 1866. In regard to Tommy Lusk, a boy aged ' 
16, he ordered the guard to take him to camp, and to shoot him i 
_ if he attempted to escape; Capt. Smith was mounted at this time, 
~and ‘had a squad of some ten or twelve men with him all | 
mounted. . THOS. S. ROBARDS. i 
— Sworn to and subscribed before us, this the 18th day of Sep- i 
tember, 1866. 
GEO. E. BURNEY, | 
C. KYLE, Committee. - 
J. D. GIDDINGS, 


John Welch, being duly sworn, saith—I am Clerk of the 
Crumpler Hotel ; on the night of 7th inst., Capt. Smith called - 
about 12 o’clock, and asked if Capt. Wyatt was in; I told him i 
I did not know; he then asked if he did not board here; I told ° A 
nim yes; he then told me to show his Sergeant Capt. Wyatt’s | 
room; the Sergeant found the room, but did not find Wyatt in 
it; he then asked me to show the Sergeant, Tommy Lusk’s room; | 
he arrested Lusk, and told two of his men to take him to camp, i 
and if he attempted to run, to shoot him, and asked me if I 
knew McAllister ; I told him I did; and asked if I knew where 
he was; I told him I did not; and asked me if I knew John 
Shepard; I told him I did; and asked if I knew where he was; | 
I told him no; he then remarked that likely they would be at it 
the hotel before morning, and if they did not report to him 
within an hour, particularly Wyatt, that the citizens would have 
_ cause to regret it. Capt. Smith, at the time he called at the | { 
hotel, and during this’ conversation, was mounted on a sorrel i 
horse with a ball-face, the same that he usually rides; his man- 4 
ner was very much excited, so much 'so that when I heard the i 
alarm of fire I looked for fire in several directions; the Captain ; 
was dressed in a dark suit; during the conversation, I stood hear 


Capt. S. with a candle in my hand. 
J. WELCH. 
Sworn to and subscribed before us, this the 18th day of Sep- | 
tember, 1866,- | 
GEO. E. BURNEY, ? 

C. KYLE, Committee. ‘ 

i J. D. GIDDINGS. # 
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Robt. Dixon being duly sworn, saith—On the night of Sep- 
tember 7th, 1866, T was in the Banner office, immediately over 
the store of Compton Bros. ; I was awakened by a noise at the 
store door; I got up and went out on the front porch; by this 
time five or six shots were fired in the direction of where I stood; 
I thought they were coming up stairs, so I went out of the win- 
dow on to an adjoining building; ; the men, were dressed in blue 
uniforms, wore caps; this party, after breaking into the store, 
went off; after they left I went down stairs to the door which 
had been broken in. _ I saw a party of soldiers coming, some 12 
or 13, on foot; I then went up stairs and got on to the same 
building from which I saw the first party; this second party 
went into the store; I could hear them talk, but they being 
foreigners, could not understand what they said; I soon saw a 
light coming out of the front door and saw a man on horseback 
ride in front of the door, mounted-on a sorrel horse. I took the 
man to be Capt. Smith; he asked the men in the house if it was 
well done; one replied, *‘yes, all hell could not save it.” The man 
on hor seback was about Capt. Smith’s size. The last party and 


- those that set the house on fire were rather quiet while in the 


store; I heard the popping of the fire before these men left; when 
i got ‘down stairs they had gone; the fire was well under way, the 
flame coming out of the door when I got on the ground. 
+ his 
ROBT. s4 DIXON, 
mark, 
, Sworn to and subscribed before us, this the 18th day of Sep- 
tember, 1866. -. . 
, ' GEO, E. BURNEY, 
“« ©. KYLE., Committee. 
| J, D. GIDDINGS. 


J. W, Wallace being duly sworn, me am a clerk in the 
house of A. J. McCreer y & Co. ‘On the night of the fire, Septem- 
ber 7th, 1866, I was brought to my window fronting Main street 
by a noise which afterwards proved to be the breaking in, of 
Wyatt & McCrocklin’s; a short time afterwards I saw a ‘party of 


Federal soldiers coming down the street; I saw them go. to . 


Compton Bros. store, or in that direction; I heard a noise, bat- 
tering and beating, as though they were breaking into a house, 
and in a few minutes I heard the breaking of something I took 
to be glass, in the inside of the store; the party after being i in the 
store some fifteen or anty minutes, passed up the street; they 
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stopped in front of my” window some five minutes; they were 
drinking, and I supposed they stopped to take a drink; a short 
time afterwards I saw a horseman pass down the street, dressed. 
in ‘dark.clothing; I suppose in three-quarters of an hour; I 
heard a noise in at Compton Bros. store, like breaking boxes. 
In a few minutes I saw by the light of the fire three men come 
out of the store with guns in their hands;: they were dressed in 
Federal uniforms; I could see them distinctly by the light of the 
fire; they moved off down street in the direction of the depot; the 
alarm of fire was then given, and I went.to work saving books 
and papers. 
S ; J: W. WALLACE. 

Sworn to'and subscribed before us, this the 18th day of Sep- 


tember, 1866. i 
GEO. E. BURNEY, 


C. KYLE, Committee. 


J. D.GIDDINGS. 


J. L. Compgon sworn — Was a merchant before my house was 
burned: I was sitting at my home about 10 o’clock. My two 
younger brothers, who had been at the ball, came home and said 


" that there was a fuss with the soldiers, and the dance was broken 


up.. . retired about ll-o’clock; my younger brother and Henry 
"Currie, who was visiting the house that evening, went to the 
store to go to bed. Some time after 12 o’clock, they came home, 
woke me up, and told me that Capt. Smith demanded my bro- 
ther Oscar, a hoy 16 years old. In company with Mr. Currie, I 
took Oscar and started up town with him. ' Before we got to 
Wyatt s saloon, I heard a noise inside, of breaking glassware, and 
saw mounted men in front of the saloon, whom in afew moments 
I found. to be Capt. Smith and his squad of men, I asked for 
Capt. Smith, who was then ordering his men out of the house. 
I turned my brother over to him, and asked him if I could not 
be responsible for him until morning. Hesaid not. I then told 
my brother he would have to-go, and that I would see him in 
the morning. Currie and myself walked down the street towards 
my.store. Just opposite Norton’s, I met three soldiers armed, 
and one had a buudle of something in His hand. We went on 
down to the store, and sat down on the sill, intending not to re- 
tire until everything was quiet- I heard Capt, Onins and Dr 
Stevenson (who had just. returned -from Capt. Smith's camp) 
talking in Capt. Onins’ office. I went up, and left Currie at my 
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front door. In afew moments, not over five minutes, I beard 
voices coming down the street; it wasa party of Federal soldiers. 
Currie, on their approach, followed me up stairs, They first 
threw rocks against the door; they fired one shot up the stairs; 
and several in other directions; I could see the flashes. They 
then broke down the.door of my store, and plundered it for some. 
ten or fifteen minutes ; some of them came out; one- whom I 
thought to be a German, trom his brogue, said, “ come on, boys, 
we have satisfaction—we have done the son of a b—h injury 
enough.” They went off up Main street. We all, Currie, 
Onins, Stevenson, and Col. Sweringen and myself, went down | 
stairs. There were goods and books scattered in front of the 
door. Currie and I went in; did not know if the others did; I 
saw they had pretty well scattered things around. I came out; 
and we all departed.. I went up over McCreery’s store, where his 
clerks were sleeping; at the foot of the stairs I met John Mc- 
Crocklin, a partner of Wyatt’s, who said he had been. up exam- 
ining his premises. We stayed up a few minutes, and McCrock- 
lin walked down toward my store, When we got in about ten 
steps, I saw three soldiers appear in Federal uniform, standing - 
in the door smoking segars. In hopes they would go off and 
leave my house without further injury, we started-around to the 
hotel, out of sight, when we met Dr. Stevenson and his brother 
John. - We went to the hotel and seated ourselves on the stoop. 
While sitting there, a horseman galloped down the street, and 
then made back up Main street. He came immediately back, 
and rode round in front of my store, ` From his dark dress and 
the rattle offnis equipage, I took him to be a Federal soldier. 
In some five minutes or less Col. Sweringen came running to the 
hotel, and said to me, “ Copton, your house is on fire.” We 
all ran around to my front door, out of which a blaze six or eight 
feet long was streaming. Seeing I could not get in my front: 
door, I went to my la'k door, and, having nothing to break it 
down with, I tore off a plank and climbed up to the window, the 
sill of which was wet, caused by the smoke, I raised the win- 
dow, but the smoke was so suffocating that I fell to the ground. 
I now went to the front door, where some ten or twelve citizens . 
were gathered. We all went to work to save what we could fiom 
the other-buildings. I estimate my loss at $25,000, currency. > 
I kept every thing, except groceries, My. losses are in merchan- 
dişe, my own books and papers, and those.of my father’s estate, 
which I am settling up. The stores burned were four dry goods, 
one. drug store, one saddler’s shop, two bars, one:book store, one 
storeroom with goods; up stairs there were offices, lawyers and 
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doctors, printing office. The party of soldiers who. first broke 
into miy store, and those who afterwards fired it, were different 
sets. The first were drinking, the last were sober. 
J. L. COMPTON. 
Sworn to and subscribed in our presence, this 18th day of Sep- 
„tember, A. D. 1866. 
É GEORGE E. BURNEY, 
C. KYLE, | Committee. 
J, D. GIDDINGS. | 
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Henry Ludlow sworn,—The first thing I heard was a shot 
fired under the balcony, over Compton’s store; it woke me up. 
I set up in bed until I heard the Yankees get about half way up 
the stairs; I then got up and went through he back door ‘of 
McGary’s law office, where I was sleeping, into the printing of- 
fice. Just as I got inside-the printing office, I heard six or eight 
shots fired on the head of the stairs. I then went out on the 
roof of the grocery, adjoining the Morris building, through the 
window. I stayed there until the Yankees went down stairs; 
beard them break open Compton’s front door, as I afterward 
found. i heard them leave the house, looked cut the window, 
and saw them going up Main street. After they got past Clark’s 
grocery, [ came down stairs; met Capt. Onins, Dr. Stevenson, 
and two or three others, standing in front of Compton’s store; I 
left them there, and went with Henry Currie down to the hotel; 
Currie shook at the door, tried to wake ‘Welch, the hotel clerk, 
up; went with him from there to Dunning’s, and saw a man 
ride up to the steps leading into the court house square; this 
was about ten minutes before the fire. I walked out about half 
way between the store and the court house fence; the man on 
horseback rode up the street; think he turned the corner of the 
court house square. I went from there cver toward Compton’s 
store; heard some one talking; thought they were Onins, Comp- 
ton and Stevenson, whom I had left there; saw my mistake, from 
their brogue; thought they were Irish; I went with Capt. Onins 
behind the grocery kept by Aycock & Cannon; told Capt. Onins 
to remaina few minutes, and I would go and be certain if they 
were citizens or soldiers. I went around behind Ralston’s sad- 
dler shop, around the jail, and coming up in the weeds behind 
the store kept by Gans, looked around the corner of the house; 
saw two Federal soldiers come up to the tree in’ front of Gan’s 
store; they were in fifteen feet of me; I thought they -were Ger- 
mans; they passed the place where I was hiding twice; they had 
arins, the same usually carried here by the soldiers. I staid in 
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there about three or five minutes, and heard: some one hollo, 


“fire!” I saw three men then leave the front of the house; 
don’t know whether they came out of the house, as I could not 
see the-front of the house from my position. They went up the 
street on the south side of the publicsquare; I heard one of them 
call Howard three or four times; before that, however, I heard 
one of them say, “ kill the G—d d—n Y ankees, will you ! oe They 
got ut of sight a few minutes after that. About the time Comp- 
ton Bro’s store was first broken open, I recognized the voice of- 
one man named Murray, belonging to Capt. "Smith" s command. 
During Col. Mason's investigation, I was taken to camp to see if 
I could recognize Murray's voice; I was put in a tent, with my 
back to the door; the soldiers were put ina line and made to 
speak; about the dhird or fourth man, I recognized Murray’s 
voice; they tried me again, I recognized Murray’ s voice the sec- 
ond time: the third time I was told they would take Murray out 
of the line, to see if I could find any other whose veice resembled 
Murray’s. I again told him by his voice, in with the rest, and 
Lt. Plume told*me that he had put.him back in line with the 
rest. Capt. Smith was present with me in the tent. 
' HENRY LUDLOW. 

Sworn to and subscribed befure us, this 18th day of Septem- 

ber, A. D. 1866. 
G. E. BURNEY, 

0C. KYLE, Committee. 
J. D. GIDDINGS, 

Mrs. M. G. Reddick, being. duly sworn, saith—-On the night of 
September 7, 1836, I was in a room in Reddick’s Hotel, fronting 
immediately on Main street; I was aroused’ by Mrs. Shurtleff 
coming into my room, frightened from her home by Federal sol- 
diers breaking into W: ya tts s saloon, which was. in the same buiid- 
ing, and adjoining her room. In some ffteen -minutes twenty- 
five or thirty Federal scldiérs came and formed in front of my 
hotel; one says, “we would have broken those billiard tables all 
to pieces if you had said so; we tore the cloth off, anyhow, | and 
we'will burn the town down before morning, if you say so.” I 
understood the remarks to be made to the Commanding Officer; 
I heard no reply to these remarks; the mounted men rode duwn 
the street; the soldiers were continually passing from the’ time 
W yatt’s £ saloon was broken open until the fire broke out; they 
were drinking; I could distinctly hear their glasses strike to- 
gether; all, or nearly-all, were smoking segars; I could distin- 
guish their line by their lights. A squad of infantry passed down | 
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the street toward the Crumpler Hotel, and in a few moments I 
heard several shots fired. 
i C. A. REDDICK. - 
Sworn to and subscribed before us, this 18th day of Septem- 
ber, 1866, | 
r GEORGE E. BURNEY, } SA 

C. KYLE, Committee. 

J. D. GIDDINGS, ( 


Mrs. Dr. Shurtleff being sworn, saith: On the night of Sep- 
tember 7, 1866, at about 11 o’clock, I was alarmed by persons 
breaking into Wyatt’s saloon, which is in the same building and 
adjoining my room. I afterward found these persons to be Fed- 


eral sold@rs, I made my escape through the back window, and 


came to the Reddick Hotel; and occupied, while there, the same 
room with Mrs. Reddick. I immediately saw soldiers form in 
line in a few feet of the gallery of the hotel. I only understood 
one voice distinctly, and that was Irish; his voice was rather pe- 
culiar, and heard him distinctly say, “we would have broken 
the billiard tables all to smash, if you had said so; we tore the 
cloths off, anyhow, and we will burn the town, if you say so.” 
This latter remark was repeated several times; some seemed to 
be in favor of burning the town, while others opposed it; one 
squad passed down the street, towards the Crumpler House, 
while the main body marched off in the direction of camp. I 
recognized in the party that went towards the Crumpler Hotel 


the same Irish voice which favored burning the town, and he said ` 


as they started off, “now fur the gold.” Previous to their sep- 
arating, they seemed to come to some decision; what it was I 
could not hear; but some went towards camp, and some down 
toward the Crumpler Hotel; the portion that went down town 
‘seemed determined to do something, and with the assent of the 
other portion. In a few moments I heard the knocking and fir- 
ing, and saw the blaze of the guns in front of the block of build- 
ines that was burned. During the time the soldiers were formed 
in front of the hotel, I was within a few feet of them, and heard 


every word distinctly. 
HELLEN SHURTLEFFE. 
Sworn to and subscribed before us, this 18th day of Septem- 
ber, 1866. 
| GEORGE E. BURNEY, 
C. KYLE, Coramittee. 
J D. GIDDINGS, Å 
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_ M. G. Reddick, being sworn, saith—On the night of Septem- 
ber 7, 1866, I was awakened, by Mrs. Shurtleff coming into my 
room, who told me some soldiers were breaking into Wyatt’s sa- 
loon. I ran over to the saloon immediately, when I saw some 
fifteen or twenty soldiers in Wyatt’s saloon, who had lights. I 
passed around to the front of the saloon; there I saw Captain 
Smith; the hght was shining upon him from the saloon; he was 
on horseback, (a sorrel horse).and with several mounted men; as; 
I left, the infantry were coming out of Wyatt's; I had hardly 
reached my hotel when they came around and formed near the 
gallery of my hotel;-then they counted off, “one, two, right, - 
face,” then, “front, face.” then, “right, dress;” when one said 
“lets take a.drink;” they touched glasses; and drank; after they 
drank, one said, “if you had said so, we would have broken 
those billiard tables to smash; we tore the cloths off anyhow, 
and.if you say so we will burn the damm=town to ashes before 
morning.” These remarks seemed to be addressed to the Com- 
manding Officer, This last remark. was repeated-at least three 
times, but I heard noreplv. There seemed to be a consultation 
as to their future movements. After the conversatior, they sepa- 
rated, some went towards their camp, and some towards the 
Urumpler Hotel. When they left my hotel, the clock struck 2. 
I soon heard the breaking in of houses, and the firing of guns; I 
followed them down one block; the ncise and firing was in the 
direction of the Crumpler Hotel; they were. passing on Main 
street, and on a street running parallel and south of Main street, 
until the fire broke out, both foot and mounted men; in about 
half an hour a’party came back, who seemed to be loaded with 
goods; I heard one remark, ‘I have combs and socks enough to 
last me four years;” another remarks, ‘you are a d—n fool, 
that you did not get something else.” I am proprietor of the 
Reddick Hotel; I have never seen any but Federal soldiers dressed 
in Federal uniform in‘this vicinity, and the citizens have no arms 
like those used by soldiers, being ordered long since to turn all 


arms over the United States Government agents, which has been 
done. . 


M. G. REDDICK. 
Sworn to and subscribed before us, this 18th September, 


A. D. 1866. : 
GEORGE E. BURNEY, 


C. KYLE, Committee. . 
J. D. GIDDINGS. 


J. M. Crundwell being duly sworn, saith: At precisely half « 
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past one o’clock, on Saturday. morning ou Sth, 1866, I 
saw Capt. Smith and about ten or- fifteen files (25 or 30 men) of 
soldiers in front of my house, at an “order, arms.” I heard 
them passing about backwards and forwards in small squads; 
after they had formed in the street some. half an hour, where the 
soldiers formed; was one block from Wyatt’s saloon. 
J. M. CRUNDWELL. 
Sworn to and.subscribed before us, this 19th day of Septem- 


ber, 1866. 
GEORGE E. BURNEY, 
C. KYLE. Committee. 
J. B. GIDDINGS. 

Capt. Dickie sworn—I was at the dancing saloon of Messrs” 
Duke on the evening of Friday, the 7th inst., and after having 
been in the room for some time, Mr. McAllister and myself 
started to go over to my store. Ou arriving at the head of the 
stair steps I saw a Yankee soldier catch a negro boy by the 
collar, and. jerk him about half way down the steps, at which 
place another took hold of him before the negro could rise. and 
dragged him to the foot of the steps and gave him several licks’; 
about that time McAllister and myself arrived at the fvot of 
the steps. Mr. McAllister remarked to the Yankee soldiers that 
it was a private party, and that they did not wish to be dis- 
turbed. At which remark they began to curse those of ns 
present. About that time Capt. Wyatt came down and made 
the same remark, thatit wasa private party, and asked them 
to go away and let the party alone. One of them then drew a 
bayonet and waved it in the face of Mr. Wyatt; another then 
attempted to draw a six-shooter, remarking, “ Don’t make any 
apology to: the d—n rebels.” About this time McAllister and 
Wyatt left. I also left, and on my return, I saw Mr. Wyatt 
come up and ask, “ Where is the man thai drew that thing on 
me?” Whereupon one of, them remarked, “I am the man; 
and both soldiers attempted to draw their six-shooters, and had 


them about halfway drawn, when Mr. Wyatt struck with his . 


pistol at one of the Yankees. The firing then began. I also 
saw, prior to the shooting, one of the Yankees strike at Mr. 
Harton, and saw one strike at Thos. Stone, who was standing by 
my side. J.-C. DICKIE. - 
Sworn to and subscribed before us, this 19th day of Septem- 

ber, A. D. 1866. 

GEO. E. BURNEY, 

C. KYLE, — » Committee. 

J. D. GIDDINGS. 


ere os aoe aera eget. rød 


fa PU tes 290 
+ 


epo á we moe — v era 


Pe E EE, FEER 


26 


W. H. McAllister being duly sworn, saith-—I was at Messrs. 
J. E. Duke & Bros. dancing academy on the evening of the 7th 
inst., attending .a social party, given complimentary to the 
schools, About half-after nine or ten o'clock I started, in com- 
pany with Capt. J. C. Dickie_and Capt. Wyatt, to Capt. 
Dickie’s store. Started down the stairs; was stopped on the 
stairs by Federal soldiers, who had a negro woman on the stairs 
and were trying to pull her down the stairs, cursing and swearing, 
aad making ac nsiderable noise. I remarked to them not to, 
create any disturbance, as the house was full of ladies, and we 
did not wish any disturbance. One of the soldiers said, ‘‘ May be 
you don’t like it, G—d d—n you.” I told him we did not wish 
to have any difficulty. About that time Capt. Wyatt came up 
and said, “ Boys do not raise any row here, the house is full of 

ladies.” One of the soldiers remarked to the other, ‘ Don’t 

make any apologies, by Jesus ; take nothing back,” and about 

that time I saw several soldiers draw their bayonets, knives, and 

six-shooters, remarking at the time, “ G—d d—n the rebels, we 
are not afraid of them,” 

On the night*of the 7th inst., after midnight, I was aroused 
from my bed by a very unusual noise in the upper portion of the 
town, which sounded like the breaking of glass, and the smash- 
ing or breaking up of furniture. I arose and dressed myself; I 

sat down by my window; had seated myself but a few minutes 
when I saw a crowd pass by my window, and go to Mr. Comp- 
ton’s store, and heard them when they broke the doors open, and 
heard them by aking up glass or china ware; they remained 
there some twenty minuies, and then returned up the stréet, and. 
when opposite the store, or my room, some one of the patty 
remarked that they would go down to Shepard’s and fire a salute 
or two for him, G—d d—n him. About half an hour after- 
ward a party returned ; I do rot know whether it was the same 
or not; they went to Mr. Compton’s store and went in; they 
had been there but a few minutes, when I saw the house was 
very brilliantly illuminated, so that I could see every thing very 
plainly all round the front of the house; I saw some ten or 
twelve men dressed in Federal uniform, some in the deor, and 
others just outside ; they remained near the building until the 
flame made its exit out of the front door, and then they ran up 
the street passed the store, and gave the alarm of fire. 

Shortly after the occupation of ihe town by the Federal 
troops, there was an order issued by the Post commander forbid- 
ding all citizens from wearing the ‘uniforms of either Federal or 

Confederates, and all arms, both private and public, were net 
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„permitted to be used by the citizens, by order of the Post com- 
“mander. I have never seen any citizen dressed in Federal uni- 
form since the occupation of the town by Federal troops ; I saw 
at Mr. Compton’s store, -when the house was fired, men dressed 
in Federa] uniform with army guns, heard the report of their 
guns, and saw the fire from them; heard-them ram the guns as 
if they were loading them. , ; 
l W. H. MCALLISTER. 

Sworn to and subscribed before us, the 19th day of Septem- 

ber, A. D. 1566. 
i GEO. E. BURNEY, 
pt C KYLE. Committee, 
J. D. GIDDINGS, 
æ 

Dr. Stevenson sworn—I am a practicing physician; was called 
upon to see some soldiers who had been wounded in a fracas. I 
went down, found a soldier lying wounded in the lane between 
Crows’ and Breedioves’. Went on to camp ahead of the party 
with the wounded soldier. I was present when his wound was 
dressed. - Soon after I got there the horses were brought up, and 
a squad, mounted, seemed to be waiting for Capt. Smith. This 
mounted squad passed me on the same street on which the shoot- 
ing occurred. As we passed out of the camp on our return to 
town, one of the squad remarked: “Doctor, they will not get off 
as easy this time as they did when they shot the other soldier.” 
He made a threat in relation to the town or eitizens, the exact 
langnage I cannot remember, to this effect, that “they will re- 
member it.” Isaw Capt. Smith with the mounted squad in front 
of Compton’s store; talked with him there. He asked me which 
was Coinpton’s store. They then knocked at the door and 
waked young Compton and Currie. He then sent young Comp- 
ton for his brother Oscar, and told him to tell Oscar by report- 
ing iy an hour he would save a great deal of trouble. The squad 
then left, went up the street somewhere. After a while I heard 
them knocking a Wyatt’s door, as it turned out to be’. After 
the fuss there, I heard, whom I took to be Capt Smith, give the 
order to “fallin.” After this command to fall in was given, it 
was but afew moments until I heard a squad coming down the 
street. They stopped in front of the Norris building; they fired 
two or three shots and commenced beating on the doors, to break 
in. They got into the Compton store and made considerable 
noise, as pillaging; they then came out and went of up the 
street awhile. Some ten or fifteen minutes after this, the same 
or another party returned into Compton’s store, remained some 
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" time, when the alarm of fire was given; we then ran round - in 


front of the store, when all was burning, 

A short time before the alarm of fire was given,. I saw a man 
on horseback, who came from the direction of Clark’s ecrner, 
He rode off in the same direction in a great hurry. 

CHAS. STEVENSON, 

“Sworn to and subscribed in our presence: 

GEO. E BURNEY, 
J. D. GIDDINGS, Committee. 
C. KYLE ae 
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G. L. Giesecke and H. L. Giesecke, being duly sworn, ‘saith— 
The morning after the fire, Saturday, Sth inst. me) soldier came 
to our brewery after yeast. Either me or my brother asked him, 
if that was not an awful fire. He said, “yes, if it had not been 
for Capt. Craig the whole towr would have burned; if that sol- 
dier dies, it will burn.” I told him that was a h— of an idea, 
to make a whole town suffer if you have one enemy. I saw the 
same man, and identified him before Col. Mason’s investigation. 
I was told his name was Turner, and belonged to Capt. Smith’s 
command, He had been coming after yeast for at least two 
weeks before the fire. 

G. F. GIESECKE, 
H. L. GIESECKE. 
Sworn to and aeii before us this 19th day of PENE 
A. D., 1866: i 
" GEO. E. BURNEY, 
J. D. GIDDINGS, l ( Committee. 
C. KYLE. É 


Edwin Arey, being duly sworn, saith—The first time I 
awoke, the soldiers were at Wyatt's. , They came out, and 
forméd ontin front of Reddick’s Hotel. I heard them drinking, 
and praising the liquor; some one of the command said; “ ‘there 
goes the Major;” they also bragged on the cigars; one of them 
dic , “I tore the cloth off the billiard table, Major Smith ordered 
me to do so,” Then Sergt. Howard formed them into line. 
Some ten or fifteen minutes before the fire I saw a man riding 
up the street; heard a soldier say, "here comes Maj. Smith.” 
When they were formed in front of the hotel I. heard a man 
named Riley say, “Capt. Smith said he did not care if we burned 
the town.” Some one asked him, “what did he say, Riley.” 
Riley said, “Capt Smith says we ought to burn this town down.” 
They came up then from the Reddick Hotel in the direction of 
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the block that was burnt of the town. Major Smith rode up 
and asked them what they were doing. I could not hear the 
reply; this was fifteen” minutes before the breaking out of the 
fire.. I soon afterwards heard them at Compton’s store breaking 
open the door; in ten minutes from that time I heard the alarm 
of fire. I cannot-state the number of minutes exactly after the 
alarm of fire; I heard a soldier who was going down the street, 
that runs parallel with Main street, say, “That’s what you get 
by firing on our boys,” the building then being on fire. 
. EDWIN A. AREY. 

Sworn to and subscribed in our presence, this 19th day of 

September, A. D., 1866. 
z GEO. E. BURNEY, 

J. D. GIDDINGS, Committee. 
C. KYLE. 
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Tommy Stones, being duly sworn, saith—I was present at the 
soiree given by Messrs. Duke & Bro., on Friday evening, 7th 
inst.; on hearing there was a party of soldiers attempting to 
create a difficulty, I went down stairs ; after arriving at the foot 
of the stairs, I saw Capt. Wyatt:trying to induce the soldiers to 
gó away, saying to them that there were ladies up stairs and they 
did not wish any difficulty. I then saw one soldier draw his 
bayonet and wave it in the face of Wyatt; another drew his 
six-shooter. I ther saw Wyatt leave ; I-dont krow where he 
went. Ina few-minutes after Wyatt left, one made an attempt 
to assault me by'striking at me, but was prevented from doing 
so by another soldier. I was standing in the door by the side of 
Capt. Dickie, and had not spoken a word to one of them ; after 
this I went up stairs and do not know anything aboutthe shoot- 


ing. , T. STONES | 
Sworn to and subscribed before us, this 19th day of Septem- 
ber, 1856. ` Boe eee 
GEO. E. BURNEY, . 
J: D. GIDDINGS, l Committee, 


C. KYLE. - 
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C. R. Breedlove, being duly sworn, says—That he lives about 
200 yards fromthe public square in Brenham, just opposite 
Reddick’s Hotel, between Main street and Sandy street, next 
street south of Main ; Sandy street being the one usually trav- 
eled by the United States soldiers on going to and returning 
fromtown: That on the morning of the fire, at about 2 o’clock, 
he was-sitting in the window of his bed-room when he discov- 
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30 
ered three or four soldiers collecting in the street just south of 
-his house, and seemed to have come very fast from the direction 
of the town. They paused for something like a minute; du- 
ring the pause, one of the soldiers remarked, “Now, d—n them, 
they are paid for shooting our men, We have set their town 
afire.” They then went hurriedly on toward the soldiers’ camp; 
I immediately looked towards the square and discovered that tke 
town was on fire; this was about three hours after the snooting 
in front of the ball room; from-about 20 or 30 minutes aiter 
the shooting in front of Compton’ s store until the town was on fire, 
I heard soldiers on horses and on foot talking and swearing ex- 
Gitedly, passing up and down both Main and Sandy streets past 
his house; they seemed to be very mad. 

G. R. BREEDLOVE. 

- sworn to and subscribed before us this 19th day of Septem- 
ber, A. D., 1866. 
GEQ. E. BURNEY, | 
J.D. GIDDINGS, ” > Committee. 
C. KYLE. i 


Henry Currie being duly sworn, on oath saith—On the night 
of the 7th of September, { was sleeping in ‘Compton Bros., 
store ; between twelve and one o'clock I ‘was awakened by ‘a 
noise at the door, found it was Capt, Smith and some ten or 

fteen mounted men with him. He wanted young Compton;; 
he saw Golding Compton, said he was not the one; he, said to 
Golding Compton, tell your brother to report to me: within an 
hour and be will save himself a great deal of trouble; I went 
with Golding Compton after Oscar Compton, who was at home ; 
I, together with Lewis Compton, brought Oscar up town; we > 
found Capt. Smith at Wyatt’s saloon; the house had been open- 
ed, and I saw the soldiers inside tearing up ahd breaking. things 
gener ally ; Oscar Compton was taken: to camp under charge of 
two guards ; Lewis Compton and I walked on down the gir eet; 
met some Federal soldiers, three I think ; some conversation took 
place between us, I don’t remember what it was; we went on 
down to Compton’s store; he said he felt no uneasiness about 
ihe store and we need not sleep in.it ; we staid there.about five 
minutes; Compton went up stairs to see Dr. Stevenson; left me 
down in front of the store; ia a few minutes the soldiers came 
on down the street, I started up the steps and stopped in behind 
the folding doors at the foot of the steps, the soldiers- came. up 
in front of” n store and struck a match; I saw them plainly by 


the light; I thought I was in an ‘unsafe place and: started up 
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stairs where. Compton, Capt. Onins and Dr. Stevenson were; 
when I got up the head of the stairs, one Yankee stepped to 
the foot of the stairs and firéd up; six or seven shots in all were 
fired; I dont think but one was fired up the steps ; ina few min- 
utes the Yankees commenced breaking open Compton’s store; 
they went in and broke up the show case; they were in the store 
about fifteen minutes or half an hour; they went away up Main 
street ; as they left one said, “I guess we got satisfation from 
the s—n of a b—h; we all came down from up stairs; found 
Swearingen, Ludlow and Dixon; I went round to the hotel think- 
ing I would get a horse and go to camp and tell Capt. Smith 
" how his men were behaving in town ; concluded it was useless to 
go ; then came up to Mr. Dunning’s store, Ludlow was with me ; 
while at Dunning’s heard men come down Main street to Comp- 
ton’s store , told Dunning the Yankees were back there again ; 
Dunning and I started to camp to see Capt. Smith, by the rail- 
road, to avoid drunken soldiers on the street ; before leaving, 
however, I saw a man on horseback ride up to the steps of the 
Courthouse square, in front of Chadwick’s drug store ; he rode 
back and by the sound of his horses feet, suppose him to have 
gone round the sqnare again; Dunning and I got to the depot, 
and thought it best to return ; as we got half way back from the 
depot I saw the fire burst out fram Compton’s store in a flash; 
I ran on up to the corner of Sledge’s store ; the Yankees were 
not more than fifteen feet from the front of the store, they ran 
off toward camp on the. street past the postoffice ; I saw they 
were Yankees from the light of the burning house ; the man on 
horseback came to the steps before the second party came to 
Compton’s store ; the fire blazed rapidly, as if it had been set by 
turpentine, kerosene or something that burned quick, as the 
blaze was so large in such a short time ; when I saw the light it 
was a bright blaze. ; E, | 
ER Ea ~ H. ©. CURRIE. 
Sworn to and subscribed before us, this 20th day of Septem- 


ber, A., D., 1866. E 
GEO. E BURNEY,, 
‘J. D. GIDDINGS, Committee. 
eo — ©. KYLE. 


D. ©. Giddings being sworn, says—That upon the arrival of 
Col. Mason, on the 13th, to investigate the facts in relation to 
the disturbances in Brenham, on the 7th and 8th inst, and 
stated that with his permission he would represent the citizens 
in the examination of witnesses ; this was granted. Col. Mason 
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conducted the examination, and by his permission we asked 
questions of some of the witnesses. From the manner in which 
this was received, we felt hampered, and not at liberty to exam- 
ine the witnesses as fully as we desired. And that on the morn- 
ing ot the 14th, we stated, as we deemed, important testimony of 
two ladies, Mrs. Reddick and Mrs. Shurtleff, who were unable to 
appear at the Court- house, and requested him to go to the Red- 
dick Hotel and take the testimony of these ladies, telling him 
what we understood they would prove ; this, he, "Col. Mason, 
declined, saying that the investigation had proceeded far enough. 
We then had a conversation with Col. Mason, in which we stated å 
to him that if he had any doubt of the fact that the soldiers of 
Capt. Smith's command did the burning, that .we claimed the 
right of introdycing other witnesses and corroborating testimony. 
This he did not positively refuse, but showed a decided unwilling- 
ness to proceed further with the investigation, stating that he 
had no doubt of our firm belief of the fact that. thè soldiers of 
Sinith’s command did the burning ; that his opinion was not 
public property until it was made through the proper channel ; 
that one copy would be sent to Gov. Throckmorton, and one -to 
Gen. Sheridan. We also stated to Col. Mason, that the state- 
ment of one of the. privates of Smith’s company, that citizens 
were in the habit of wearing the uniform of the United States 
army in this place was false ; ; that there was no truth in the 
statement, and that if he placed any reliance upon that state- 
ment that we could call up any and every man in the town who 
would prove that no persons other than soldiers had ever worn 
the uniform of the United States army here 
D. C. GIDDINGS. 
I fully concur in the pews statement, with the exception that 
I was not present when, the examinatior commenced, but came 
in after one or two witnesses had been examined, and: assisted 
Col. Giddings, at his request, from that time until the close. 
JOHN SAYLES. 
Sworn to and subscribed before us this 19th day of September, 

A. D., 1866. j 

GEO. E. BURNEY, >} 

©. KYLE, Committee. 

D.C. GIDDINGS. $ | 


Peter Diller, being duly: sworn—I came up'town with Mr. 
Sharp about half-past 2- o’cleék ; came’ found: to the Chipman 
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house, we wént over tò my store ; Sharp went down toward the 
Compton’ store. I remained at my own. I saw aman on horse- 
back ride up to Clark’s grocery from the oak tree’ on the square 
back again tó the front of the-Compton store; I saw a man 


with gun and Bayonet walking backwards and forward in front’ 


of Compton’s-store. I could see them from the light in the store. 
I-could hear some one in Compton’s store breaking- up boxes, 
making such a noise as parties make in kindling a fire. I was 
at the residence of F. B.. Sawyer during the night of the 7th inst., 
heard. them riding on the street, parallel with Main street, during 
the early part. of the night. During the carly part of the night 
the footmen passed on the street in front of Sawyer’s. After I 
came up town I remained on the platform in front of my own 
‘store until the fire broke out. | P. DILLER. 
Sworn to and subscribed before us, this 20th day of September, 
A: D., 1866. HEE 
| GEO. E. BURNEY, 
©. KYLE, >- Committee. 
D. C. GIDDINGS. 
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I. M. Onins having been sworn, says—On Friday night, 7th 
inst., about 10 o’cluck, while sitting in my office on the west 


side df the square, I saw a party of: freedmen pass in a run, and 


I distinguished the voice of Sam Basset, who seemed to be angry 
and excited; aud was cussing the Yankees, and swearing that he 
would never‘run from them again ; immediately behind the 
freedman, within twenty or thirty yards, a soldier followed, call- 
ing to Sain to “stop,” to which Sam replied; with an oath, that 
he had beer: running from the Yankees, but that he would run 
no further; they soon passed out of sight and hearing. Ina 
very short time after this, I-heard five or six pistol shots, which, 


from the report atd flush, I presume, were in front of the Ship- . 


man building, where a soiree was given by the Dukes; just at 
this time (while the shots were being fired) the- Austin stage 
passed: by toward the rost office, and I followed it-to get my 
mail matter. As I was leaving the post‘ office, the postmaster, 
Mr. Allen, informed me that two co'diers had been shot, and that 
Capt. Craig was looking for a physician to dress their wounds. 


I informed him that Dr. Stephenson would be more easily found” 
than‘any other,;-and requested ‘him to accompany me to- Dr. 


Stephenson’s room ; he did so, and the doctor, when informed of 
the accidert-to - the soldiers, repaired to the wounded soldiers, 
i B3 
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ud who were in the street, some two hundred yards from the Court- 
a house, in the direction of the Federal camp. “After looking at: 
die the wounds, I withdrew, leaving Doctors Key and Stephenson, 


and some others with the wounded man, and returned to my 
| office. Some time after 12 o’clock, I:heard Dr. Stephenson re- 
Rn turn to the drug store, immediately under my office,-and I 
requested him to come and remain with me. He did so, and 
pi among other things infor med.me that he had just lefs the E Federal 
camp, “and there was much excitement in camp, and that Capt. 
Smith had called out his company and was coming down to 
town. I saw a squad of mounted men coming down Main street; 
they passed to the Crumpler Hotel and halted. . Tn ten or fifteen 
minutes the ‘squad passed up the street and halted between the 
E. Court yard and Norton’s store some minutes ; they then returned 
a down the street and halted in front of the Norris’ building, in 
t tvhich my office was located, and Capt. G. W. Smith knocked at 
f the drug store door. Dr, Stephenson, one of the. proprietors of 
i the store, went to my front window, directly above Capt. Smith 
= and his squad, and called to the parties. Capt. Smith inquired 
for “Compton’s store,” and was informed by Dr. Stephenson that 
Compion’s store was immediately. south and adjoining the drug 
store. Capt. Smith then knocked at Compton’s door, when 
mn Henry Curry came to the door. Capt. Smith directed Shepard 
and Compton to report to him. He wasinformed by Curry, that 
Shepard was not in the store, and that one ef the Compton boys 
(Golden) was the only party with him in the store, , The Captain 
then directed Compton to come out, who did so, and after ‘somiv , 
conversation-was directed by Smith to put on his clothes and 
order his brother, Oscar, to report to him on the streets, within 
an hour. > Capt. Smith then withdrew with his men.up Main street, 
and, in a short time, a half hour probably,I heard a-noise up the ` 
street as if from a party I breaking down.doors.. I thonght at the.. 
time the noise was occasioned by the soldiers breaking in to Wyatt's 
house. I heard them talking distinctly, and also heard, after 
the ‘noise from knocking down doors subsided, some one. form the 
men and give other commands. to them, . A very short time after. 
I heard the orders given, I -saw,a small party of soldiers coming - 
down Main street on foot. I did not count them, put: supposed- » 
there were abont six.. One or two of them passed: between’ 
Wilkin’s and Levinson’s stores; directly. under my north window, . 
and the balance of them passed in front'of: the Norris’: building: 
They fired one shot np. the stairway into the building, ; threw - 
rocks or.sticks into the. front office over Compton’s store, door, 
and fired some five or, six shots. They . then battered; down: 
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Compton’s store door. One soldier reloaded his gun and remain- 


ed at the door while this party of soldiers was shooting and! 


breaking into Compton’s. store. Myself, Dr. Stevenson, Lewis 
Compton, Henry Curry, (who came in while the shooting was 
going on) and P. H. Swearingen were in my office within five or 
ten steps of the soldiers, where we could distinctly hear every- 
thing that was said. I supposed they remained fifteen or twenty 
minutes, and withdrew up Main street, singing boisterously. 
On their departure we came down upon the street, found Comp- 
ien’s door broken down. We then separated for different pur- 
poses—some to procure arms, some to give alarm to citizens, and 
I toinform Capt. Smith of the depredations of his men. I 
started to his camp by-way of the railroad, but had not pro- 
ceeded far when I stopped, thinking that the saldiers would not 
return during the night, and I returned to the public square. 
When I reached Ralston’s shop I saw a party on horseback 
coming down the street by the post office, but did not notice in 
what direction he went. I saw alight in Ccmpton’s store, and 
walked to within ten or fifteen steps of the door, when I saw 
some one coming out of Dr. Sledge’s with a lantern, and I walked 
across to see who it was. I found Henry Curry, John Dunning, 
Henry Ludlow, and Sledge’s clerk or porter standing by Dun- 
ning’s store. Curry and myself sat down between Dunning’s 
and Sledge’s stores, about forty or fifty steps from Compton’s 
door, and immediately in sight of it. We saw the light in the 
house, and heard parties breaking up plank, but I supposed at 
the time Compton was in his house repairing his door. I had 
sat there some five or ten minutes with this impression, and did 
not suppose the parties at Compton’s were soldiers until they 


came to the door. I then distinctly heard their voices, and . 


knew they were soldiers. Having no arms, either to attack the 
burners or defend myself, I withdrew back of. Ralston’s, Ina 
moment I saw:smoke issuing from the roof of Compton’s house; 
and I at once ran to my office and gave the alarm, seeing no 
one near the house. sg 


After Capt. Smith with his mounted men left Compton’s 
store about (one) 1 o’clock, the next party of soldiers who came 
down the street as far as the west side of the square, was the party 
who broke down Compton’s door and fired shots nto and about 
the building. After this party of soldiers withdrew it could not, 
I think, have been more than fifteen or twenty minutes before 
(when I came up from the railroad) I found a party in Compton’s 
store, whom I knew, when they came out, to be Federal soldiers, 
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The fire, which originated in Compton’s store by these 
soldiers, destroy ed entirely the following buildings : 

One house owned by T. B.. Camp bell. 

One store house owned by J. A. Raadio azd occupied by J. 
B. Wilkins. 

Two store houses owned by J. T. Norris and P. W. McNeese, 
and occupied by, Hellman & Levinson,.and J. L. Watkins &. Co. 

One store house owned by J. T. Norris and occupied by Gop- 
tor & Bros. 

One house owned by Pressley & Roff. - a $. 

One shop occupied by N. Campbell. | 

One house owned by V. Little. 

One house owned by Pettus and Williams. 

I lost by the fire- between 200 and 300 valuable Becks law 
and miscellaneous, and nearly all my office furniture, together 
with valuable papers, all of which were entirely destroyed and 
consumed by the fire. W. N. ONINS. 

Sworn to and subscribed before se this the 21st day of Spetem- 


ber, 1866. 
J. P. GIDDINGS, - 
C. KYLE,.... Committee. 
GEO. E. BURNEY. 


Dr. J. T. Norris, being sworn, saith—I was called to Capt. 
Smith’s camp on the night of the 7th inst., to see the wounded 
man, Gallagher; was there at the time Capt. Smith left his 
camp to go to town to arrest, as he said, some men who had shot 
his soldiers; it was not earlier than 12 clock at night when he ` 
left to come to town; I remained there for half an. hour after he 
left; I then went home, went to bed, and was waked up by the | 
alarm of fire.in town; ; I visited the camp on the morning of the 
Sth, as usual, and Smith told me that he had very. little doubt 
but that His men set fire to the town, and that he further had a 
nation to hold the citizens responsible. for the delivery of the 
men who shot. his soldier. 

J. T. NORRIS, 


Sworn to and . subscribed. before us, this 21st day of Septem- 
ber, 1866. 
J. X EH DRENG 


C. KYLE, Committee. 
GEO., E; BURNFY, 
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e Lester Clark being duly sworn saith—On the night of Sep- 

tember 7th, 1866, I was at the door of the colored ball, and 
while there, there were three or four Federal soldiers came there 
and two went in, and the colored man at the door demanded 
pay; they said they never had to pay anything; I then left and 
went to bed; I slept on the upper gallery of the Reddick’s Hotel; 
I saw seven or eight cavalrymen pass towards their camp; after- 
wards I saw about twenty-five infantry come up to Reddick’s 
Hotel; they halted a few minutes and knocked glasses; talked 
about drmking; they also lit cigars; one soldier said the d —n 
town ougat to be set on fire; after that, I recognized the Voice 
of Sergeant Howard say “fall -in,” and to count off; and they 
counted off, one two, one two; and he said, will, we right or left 
face; and part of them left faced and marched toward the court 
house; they tame back and several went back towards the court 
house; [ soon heard the breaking in cf doors, and in half an 
hour the ery of fire was given in the direction of Compton Bros.’ 
store. i 

LESTER CLARK, 
Sworn to and subscribed before us, this 21st day of Septem- 

; ber, 1866. - 
J. D. GIDDINGS, 
C. KYLE, Committee. 
GEO. E. BURNEY. 


Dr. H. Bauer, being duly sworn, saith—The -morning after the 
fire that occurred on the night of the 7th inst., I went down to 
Capt. Smith's camp for the purpose of procuring the release of 
iommy Lusk; I saw the Captain in his tent; I requested him 
to release Tommy Lusk, and gave kim my reasons for doing so; 
y refused positively, giving as his reasons for not doing so that 
re kept them as hostages, expecting the camp to be attacked 
by citizens; he stated that he would have one of these two boys 
shot for every one of his men who was wounded; and he further 
stated that if any of his men were killed kė would not leave a 
piace of lumber in town, for the life of one of his men was more 
valuable to him than the whole town. l 

i H. BAUER, 
_ Swòrn to and subscribed before us, -this 2ist day of Septem- 
bery 1866. 
J. D. GIDDINGS, i 
GEO E. BURNEY, + Committee. 
C. KYLE, 
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Jno. Simpson, colored, being duly sworn saith—L, was at thee 
| stable, near the blacksmith shop, just across the street from the 
We - block of buildings that was burned. I heard the guns fired, and 
al heard them, break open the house. I knew they were soldiers, 
w they had guns such as carried by the soldiers. J Saw the fire. 

Some ten or fifteen minutes after the house was broken open 

i A the fire broke out. The party that broke open the house then * 
2 7 left, and was turned back by a man on a gray horse. The man 
| that rode the gray horse was the. same that usnally goes with 
Major Smith. I know the horse was the same he rides with 
a him. .Soon after they returned. I saw-the fire break out. I 
saw the mounted man by the light of the fire. The soldiers 

Je went off on the street that runs past the postoffice. i 


: is 

7 : JOHN SIMPSON. 

oi ' mark. 

E Sworn to and subscribed before us, this the 2lst day of Sep- 
L, tember, A. D., 1866. i 
y J. D. GIDDINGS. 

i i : GEO. E. BURNEY, $ Committee, 
C. KYLE, 


Personally appeared before the undersigned Committee the 
following named citizens of said county: Alex. Campbell, Clerk 
of the District Court, B. S. Hosea, Clerk of the County Court 
of Washington county, John Stamps, John P. Key, John Ew- 

| © ing, P. W. McNeese, J.P, Pressly, who being duly sworn 

saith—That ali the citizens were disarm of all army guns soci 
after this place was occupied by Federal soldiers last year, and 
the citizens have not been since either permitted to keep or cay 
arms of that kind; and that we all reside in said county, -af 
have for the last year; and we have never seen any citizen 
dressed in soldiers’ dress, or carry army guns; and we can safely 
say that the usual.dress of the United States soldier has not 
been worn by citizens in this section at any time. 

ALEX. CAMPBELL, Crk D. C., W.C. 

S. S. HOSEA. Clk ©. €. W. 0. 

JNO. STAMPS, 

NO. EWING, 

JNO. P. KEY, l 

P. W. McNEESE, eR i 

J. P. PRESSLY, 


mek aa anv e a - man ae e ieie ee e 
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. Sworn to and sabscribed before us, this the 21st day of Sep- 
tember, 1866. l i 
J. D. GIDDINGS, ` 
, nind C. KYLE, Committee. 
BER GEO. E. BURNEY. 


We examined the goods Handed us by Judge Shepard on the 
morning - after the fire, and recognized them as our property, 
taken from our stores on the night of the 7th inst. 

ro _ : COMPTON BRO’S. 
FRANCIS D. ALLEN. 


Sworn to'and subscribed before us, this 21st day of Septem-- 


ber, 1866. 
J. D. GIDDINGS, 


i C. KYLE, - Committee, 
GEO. E. BURNEY. 


8 


RECORD NO. 2. 


Oe a eral 


Seret. Skinner, Co. E, 17th Infantry, being sworn, saith— 
- After Capt. Smith went down to Crumpler Hotel, he called for 
‘Capt. Wyatt and young Lusk, and I believe some other man’s 
name was mentioned ; I forget now whether there was or not ; 
and the porter and clerk said Wyatt was not in; and the porter 
said he did not know such a man as Lusk; I was ordered by 
‘Maj. Smith to dis nount, go up and examine Wyatt’s room, and 
seeif he was there, and if he was, to fetch him down; I went 
to the room, but did not find him ; came down and reported to 
Maj. Smith that he was not to be found ; he told me to go to 
the porter and try aud find youug Lusk ; the porter showed me 
his room; and I found him in it; I tovk him to Maj. Smith, and 
he give him in charge of two men, to be brought to camp; he 
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then told the proprietor, or clerk, I am not certain which, that 
when those men came in, Wyatt and others, to tell them to 
report to him in an hour; if they did not, that it would cause 
trouble to them ; we left the hotel and went to Compton’s 
store; we rapped four or five times, and afcer while some person 
come to the door ; Maj. Smith as! sed him if young Compton was 
there, or Shepard, that he had heard that Shepard had stopped 
here of late ; the reply was, that neither was there, but Comp- 
-ton’s young brother ea me to the door; Maj: Smith asked him 
where his brother was ; -he told lin. that he believed he was at 
home ; Maj. Smith told him to go home and fell him, to come to 
the store, and that he would give him one hour; in the mean 
time he would leave a guard ; that Compton would give himself 
up; we went away; went up to the upper part of town, and 
there found the company that had come from ecdmp.;- we 
marched round town for some time, I can’t tell how long, and 
went dcwn toa saloon, I believe kept by Wyatt; Maj Smith 
ordered a sergeant and fon: men tọ go and try the door of this 
saloon, and if it was not open, to burst it open, and go in and 
find Wyatt ; in the meantime the company, in fact the biggest 
part of them, had got into the saloon; after Maj. Smith 
thought they had time enough to look for this man, and hearing 
oe a noise inside the saloon, he ordered them out ; they came 
out, and the company formed ; Major told me to go down to 
Compton’s store and have the guard withdrawn from there, and 
join the company, and proceed to camp with the company; in 
the meantime, the Major and the rest of the escort started for 
camp ; after I had given my orders to the non-commissioned 
officer in charge of the guard, I joined the escort and came to 
camp ; we put our horses up ; after the horses were in the stable, 
I found there was one ee afterward the horse came to 
camy quar- - 
ters; I had been thes some time, and Í was. called, and, wasa 
ordered to get the escort ready, that there was a fire ; ; I saw 
Maj. Smith at his tent; I went to the stable and got the horses 


> 


. ready, and the order was countermanded ; I then went to my 


quarters and went.to bed; this occurred on the night of the 
7th inst. It was about ten o'clock when I. was eslled ; the com- 
pany formed very near the,saloon, after being ordered out, and I 
was ordered to have the guard withdrawn from Comptor’s store; 
T do not know the damage done ; ,[ was not off my horse ; there 
was a squad on foot beside the one at Wyatt's 5; my. squad was 
formed at Wyati’s, and I was ordered to join ouard ; _I rode on, 
joined Maj. Smith, and came to camp; did not form in front of 


Reddick’s Hotel, that I knew of; might have passed round bot- 
tles to drink ; no other. detail was made by Maj. Smith to arrest 
Wyatt; I believe all the men returned with ‘the company ; I 
know of no details made to return to town; sergeant Howard 
was in charge, of the guard left at Compton’s ;. I ‘know nothing 
óf: the breaking of Comptan’s store ; never heard a man say 
anything about breaking into Compton’s store ; was about 
twelve, or a little after, when we lefty for camp ; had no means 
of knowing the time ; L heard no firing into Compton’s store’; 
heard no guns after tetur ning to camp; one man, I think, named 
Murphy, rode the riderless. horse that returned to camp ; it was 
about half an’ hour, perhaps, more or less, after I returned to 
camp, that the korse returned ; Murphy did not come with the 
horse.; I did not see him if he did ; Murphy is not now in camp; 
the first sergeant stated that all men were in camp; I do not 
know that they were ; I was not called up at any time between 
the tine Í returned to-camp at first, and when called by Maj. 
Smith and ordered to get the horses; I heard the Major order 
these mcn to go into Wyatt’s and. look for Wyatt, and he gave 
no orders to break anything in the saloon ; I could not tell that 
any footmen were left in town; I rode on ahead with Maj. 
Smith; I would have heard auy orders Maj. Smith might have 
given, as I was very near him. ajl the time ; I did not know of 
any liquors and anything else being bror ught out by the men ; I 
believe there was some Tiquor. among the men ; the orders are, 
that no horses leave the stable without Ma aj. Smith’s or my 
-orders ; I have charge of-the stables, and the orders are given 
every morning from one sergeant of the guard to the other that 
no horse in the stable should leave ib, except by Maj. Smith’s 
order, or mine; to the best of my knowledge and belief, Maj. 
Smith’s horse was not out of camp after Maj. Smith reg 
which was about 12 o’clock ; there have been no cases where 
men have taken horses before : ;, the men who deserted and took 
the horses, were on guard at the time. > ” 
WM. SKINNER, 
' Sergt Co “ i,” 3d Reg t. 
_ Sworn to and M, before us, this 20th day of Septem- 
ber , 1866. 
J. D. GIDDINGS, 
C. KYLE. Committee. 
. GEO. E. BURNEY, 
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Mrs. M. E. Davis being duly sworn, saith — After Capt. Smith 
returned te camp, he was not out of my sight five minutes ; on 
the night of the 7th inst. Capt. Smith returned to camp, ‘I 
think about ‘-half-past twelve ; between half-past twelve and one 
the footmen came into camp ; ; I remember, by looking at my 
wateh,-it was half-past twelve when my. brother returned ; I did 
not-hear of any one going out and returning, between the return 
of the soldiers .and the fire, to town ; the wounded men were 
kept at this camp ; the men were not formed, or roll called, 
after the return to camp ; il was some two hours, perhaps three, 
after the footmen returned, until I observed the fire ; I do not 
know who gave the first notice of. the fire; the.flame seeméd to 
go in puffs ; Maj. Smith was not-out of camp after he returned 
with the men, until 8 o’clock next morning ; ; Maj. Smith ‘was on 
horseback ; I suppose his own horse ; it is not often any one else 
rides his horse ; I did not hear any soldiers returning to town 
after they returned to camp the first time. 

MRS. M. E. DAVIS. 

Sworn to and subscribed before us, this 20th day of Septem- 
ber, A: D. 1866. i 

GEO. E. BURNEY, > 
J. D: GIDDINGS, > Committee. 
C. KYLE, | 


$ 
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Samuel Hawkworth, private Co. “ E,” 17th United States 
Regulars, being duly sworn, saith—I was on guard on the night 
of the 7th inst. ; between the time of Maj. Smith's return from 
town and the breaking out of the fire, I was posted on the line 
near Maj. Smith’s tent; ; my orders were strict from the Major and 
the corporal ta let no person nor no soldier pass, without halting 
and challenging hin, and calling for the corporal óf the guard ; 
no soldices passed out or in by my beat ; none could have passed 
without my seeing them; the guard was increased after the 
return of the company into camp; two posts were added, four 
altogether ;- the two additional posts were on the opposite 
flanks of the camps ; I was on post between six and seven hours; 
I went on post about 10 o clock, came off half-past four in the 


‘morning ; Maj. Smith was not out of camp from the time he 


returned with the patrol.; while I was on gost, I saw Maj. 
Smith very near all the time sitting at the end of the tent 
‘with Mrs. Davis ; Major Smith nor any one else could not have 
ridden to town without my knowledge; Maj. Smith went with 


4&3 
the patrol first between quarter past 10 and 11 o’elock ; were 
absent from an hour to an hour and a half; between 40 and 50 
men went out; about four sick; besides the guard, six in nnm- 
ber, were left ; "I saw the company return ; cannot say how many 
returned, think all returned 3. no one went buck to town ; I dis- 
covered the fire between: threc and four ; ; L.gave the alarm here 
mySelf ; I saw one horse without a rider come in about twenty 
minutes after the others ; John Murphy rode the horse that came 
in without a rider; I eae Murphy in camps at 2 o’clock that 
niet; don’t recollect seeing Riley and Mikey ; no man can get 

out of camp when the extra guard is on, without conniving with 
the sentry ; I heard no threats about burning the town ; but one 
details was made that night. 

his 

j . CHAS. M HAWEKWORTH. 
mark 
Sworn to and subscribed before us this 20th day of September, 

A. D. 1866. 


4 


GEO. E. BURNEY, 
- - J.D. ee Committee. 
C. KYLE. 
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Corp. John TE Co. “ E,” 17th Infantry, sworn, saith— 
I was corporal of the otard on the night of.the 7th inst. ; my 
instructions were to let no: soldiers out of the camp ; two addi- 
tional posts were added after Capt. Smith's return to camp ; the 
sentry at the stable was instructed to let no horses be taken fr om 
the stable, except by order of Capt. Smith, or sergeant Skinner, 
and he algo gave orders to the sentinel to let no soldiers leave 
the camp ; I was not in town with the Major; they left here 
between 10 and 11 o’clock, and returned between 12 and i; 1 
saw the Major and his company when they-returned;, the Major 
came in first with the horsemen ; in ten or fifteen minutes the 
footmen ‘came ; I do not know that any soldiers left camp after 
they came from town; I never heard any of the men say any- 


thing about burning the tow ; I never beard any of the sol- 


diers say that any men were ait that night. 
: JOHN ZETTERBERG. - 
‘Sworn to and subseribed to before us, this 20th day of Sep- 
tember, 1866. 
GEO. E. BURNEY, 
J. D. GIDDINGS, Committee. 
C. KYLE, i : 
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Private Arthur Nevin, Co. “E,” 17th Tn., being + worn, saith 
—T was one of the mounted men who went with Maj. Smith to 
town, on the night of the 7th inst. ; Maj. Smith told the clerk 
of the Crumpler Hotel that if the men were not" given up, they 
would have trouble ; I brought the last prisoner to camp ; he 
did not tell me to skot him if he run; I was not in town- after 
that; I came to camp, and went to sleev ; don’t know thatany 
mén went back to town ; was not present when Wyatt's saloon 
was broken open; I have not heard any of the men make 
threats about burning the town, “ 

ARTHUR NEVIN. 

Sworn to and subscribed before us, this 18th day of Septem- 

ber, 1866. 


GEO. E. BURNEY, _ 
J. D. GIDDINGS, Committee. 
C. KYLE, - i 
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Charles Dettern, being duly sworn, saith—I am Major Smith’s 
orderly and serv. Ant: Major Smith was in camp after his return 
until the fire broke cat; Major Smith could not have left with» 
out my knowledge, I don’t believe; I saw the Captain nearly 
every ten minutes from nearly 19 o'clock until 7 o’clock in the 
morning; the Captdm’s saddle is keptin front of his tent; it was 
left there after he came back with the patrol; it was not removed 
until morning again; Capt. Smith halted the company in-front 
of the camp and took some ‘liquor or something trom*the men 


ag they came in, and I was ordered to take it in “underneath the 


fly; some of the liquor was given to the orderly sergeant; don’t 
know what he did with it; I did not aecompany Major Smith 
up town that night. The company went up town between half 
after elven anda quarter to twelve; the entire command did 
not go up; some guards were left here; about twenty odd mei 
vent up, horseback and foot; I should judge they were gone 
from three-quarte:s of an hour to an hour; Maj. Smith came in 
with the cavalry squad; it was some fifteen minutes before the 
infantry came in; I Gid not go to bed that night; was up with 
a sick friend; was at the Major’s camp every ten or twelve min- 
utes; I believe Major Smith laid down in that time; Mrs. 
Davis and Capt. Craig were there; did not hear any soldier go 
up town again; heard no threats about burning the town; did 
not sea Murry, Mackey, Murphy or Riley in camp that nieht; I 
Lad no watch, but went by the clock af the sergeani's tent; I 


45 
saw it every ten or fifteen minutes; I do not know really what 
became of the liquor, I believe it was turned out. 
CHARLES DETTERN. - 
Sworn to and subscr bel before us, this the 20th day of Sep- 


tember, 1866, 
GEO. E. BURNEY, | 
J. D. GIDDINGS, > Committee, 
C. KYLE. \ 


Lecroit, private company “E,” 17th regulars, being duly 
sworn, saith—-I belong to Major Smith's. command; all the com- 
pany was in town nicht of the 7th inst.; I was on foot; I know 
where Reddick’s Hotel is; ; all the company fell in on the street 
that runs past Wyatt’s and Cook’s saloon; gø portion of the com- 
pany went down after we had formed; I heard no shooting down 
town; company returned to camp about 11 or 12 o "clock; I do 
not know that all the men came back to camy. 


G. LECROIT. 
Sworn to and subscribed before us, this the 21st day of 
September, 1866. 
GEO. E. BURNEY, | 
J. D. GIDDIMGS, Committee. 


C. KYLE, 

Michael Daley, private in company “Ii,” 17th regulars, being 
duly sworn saith—Ii was in town on the night of the Tth inst. ; 
know where Reddick’s Hotel is? we stopped close to the hotel: 
we formed no-line; rested there; know of no detail made to go 
down town; think all the men returned to camp; thinky we 
counted off tone, two;” don’t recollect sergeant Howard’s say- 
‘ing right or left face; sergeant Howard returned With us; I heard 
no shooting; went to sleep; was awakened by the sentry; I think 
all the men returned; I can’t tell whether the roll was called; 
1 suppose the roll was called; I did not hear Micky or Riley say 
the town was burned or should be burned; I was sick and weak 
ane retired to os as soon as I returned. 7 

ais 
; . MICHAEL p4 DALEY, 


mark 


Sworn to and subseribed before us, this the 21st day of Sep- | 


4ember, 1866. 
< J. D- GIDDINGS, 
” - . GEO. E. BURNEY, Committee, 
. C. KYLE. | 
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Henry Biten, private, company “R,” 17th regulars, being 
duly sworn saith—-I was with the infantry that went to town 
a night of the 7th: was: present when the bar-room was broken 
open; company was formed and marched up to the hotel; the 
order was givem to right-face ; marched to camps, counted off 

‘fone two;” did not-take drink there; some of them lit cigars in 
front of hotel; saw some liquor; it was taken away by "Major 
Smith; I heard Major Smith give orders to Sergeant Skinner to 
withdraw the guard and return to camp; beard of no detail 
made to look further for Wyatt and others: returned to camp 
about 12 or half-past 12 o'clock; think all the men returned ; 


t am almost sure they did; was .one of the låst a we halted 
opposite the hotel. 


HE? TRY BITEN; 
ii Sworn to and subseribed bebe us, this the 21st day of Sep- 
7 tember, 1856. , 
; GEO. E. BURNEY,) |.. 
k J. D. GIDDINGS, > Committee. 
h. i ©. KYLE, >- 
i ! 


_ Peter Fredericks, Co. “E,” 17th infantry, being duly sworn, 
saith—I was with the company in town on the night of the 7th 
inst.; was not with tne command when any houses were -broken 
i into; I do not know where Wyatt's saloon is; I was one of the 
guards i in front of Compton’s store; was released by one-of the 
cavalrymen; got to camp when the cavalry were unsaddling 
their horses; I ¢» not know that there were houses broken into 
or searched; I belonged ‘to the infantry; went to town,at 10 
p. 00.3 Was stationed as a guard near the printing office; was on 
three-quarters to an hour} I joined the company in front of the 
meat market; I don’t know that the. company: halted in front of 
Reddick’s Hotel: we went direct to camp; heard no firing; in- 
fantry came some twenty minutes after the cavalry; do not re- 
" collect that the roll was called. 


PETER FREDERICKS. 
Sworn and subscribed to -before us, this the 21st day of Sep- 
. tember, 1866. E 
GEO.. E. BURNEY, 


J. D. GIDDINGS, > Committee. 
C. KYLE. | 
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Private Adolf Maas, Co. E, 17th Inrantry, being duly sworn, 
saith—On the 7th of this month, I was on daily duty as hostler. 
When the Captain came home with the men, I was at the stable : 
I unsaddled the horses by order of Capt. Smith; his horse was 


not out of the stable after ke came from town until the fire, 


. broke ; then the horses were saddled again, which order was’ 
countermanded, and the horses put back in the stable ; there 
were eight:horses saddled to go town with Maj” Smith the first. 
time ; [:saw no horse come in without a rider; the horses came 
in together ; I did not go to sleep at the stable, I came to my 
quarters about four o’clock and went to sleep; the horses came 
in an hour and a half or two hours before the fire: 
ADOLF MAAS. 
‘Sworn to and subscribed before us, this 18th day. of Septem- 
ber, 1866. _ i; 
NR GEO. E. BURNEY, ; 
‘J.D. GIDDINGS, Committee. 
T C. KYLE. . 


Maj. G.W. Smith, 17th Infantry, being ‘duly -sworn saith— 
On thewight of the-Yth inst., as I suppose about 10 o’clock, I 
was awoke by a negro or two coming to my quarters; at the same 
time the sentinel on post sung out “Gallager is shot.” These 
two negroes stated while I was-still in bed, that two of my men 
had been shot near the white peoples’ ball in town, they gave me 
the. names of the following parties: Messrs. Wyatt, McAllister, 
Shepard, Lusk:and Compton, a3 being implicated in the affair ; 


they were sure Wyatt and McAllister had fired at the soldiers, - 


‘ onè of them stated that Lusk and Compton. had also fired,+the 
other was not sa sure about it ; I then got up and dressed, or- 


dered the Sergeant to have the company fall in, a detail of men ~ 


to be mounted; in the meantime Capt. Craig came in with Drs. 
Key vand Norris; very soon the man that was dangerously 
wounded was brought in, the other came in; I should think by 
this time it was half. past ten o'clock; after seeing the wounded 
man -properly cared for and under the charge of the doctor, I, 
with Capt. Craig, Sergeant Skinner, and I think six men mount- 


ed,-started for town for the purpose of arresting the parties con- " 


nected with the shooting of my men ; Sergeant Howard followed 
om by my order, with: the balance of the company, not on other 


duty; I ordeting him to halt:in front of Shipman’s new building - 


and await further orders ; I then went with any détachment and 
Capt. Craig to’ the Crumpler Hotel, got up-the porter and then. 


the. clerk, inquired for Wyatt.and MeAllister ; he did not know .. 


X: 


Premed 
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whether Wyatt was in eae so I ordered his room to be search- 
ed, did not find him ; I then inquired for Lusk; sent for him and ` 
got him ; sent him under charge of two men. to camp, giving 
the order if the man attempted to escape or get. away, to shoot 
him ; I then told the clerk of the hotel if these parties came in 
or he saw them—I might have mentioned the names of Wyatt - 
and McAllister—that it would save them trouble if they ae 
themselves up; if they did not, they would probably. regret it ; 
I would give them an hour; T then went to Compton Bros., 
store, after rapping several times two persons came to the door ; : 
I inquired for young Compton and. John Shepard, was told that 
neither party were there ; I told a young man then who said 
he was a brother of Compton and who had stated to me that 
his brother was at home, that I wanted. him and that I would 
wait for him at the store, and that I would leave a guard; he 
started for his brother as I suppose ; I then sent some one of my 
men to the company in front of Shipma’ S building for a guard 
of two or three men to be sent down there to wait as a guard 
for these parties; I then went to Mr. Shepard’s office or what I 
had supposed to be his office, rapped on the front door,. no one 
replied, no one came to the door; I then went up to the compa- 
ny, saw that this detail had been made, went: back in rear of this” 
office and rapped on the back door, I succeeded in raising no one - 
| inside ; I then went back to tue company, the hour being as I" 
i ; supposed up that I had given Wyatt, and seeing or hearing 
i - nothing of him, I went myself with my detachment and Capt. 
Craig, ‘ordered the company also to march down.in front of his 
saloon; I then ordered the non-comunissioned officer in charge of 
| 


the company to try the door, if they could'not get in to break it 
down, to go inside and search the place for Wyatt; the night 
was damp, and it took some time for them to get a light, I saw 
they were a long time in getting a light; I halloed to them to 
hurry up, to dot no damage ; giving then sufficient time to make 
- the search, I ordered them out and to fall i in, which order they 
obeyed, not finding the party they went in search for ; I did not. 
go inside myself because I wanted to see what was going ¢ on out- . 
side, and to sce if any one escaped by any- other entrarce;' and ` 
being with the mounted . detachment. ; the confpany. fell in- as. 
ordered in front or near Wyatt's "saloon ; ; at this time young 
Compton was delivered over to me by his brother; Isent.a. 
detail of two men to camp with him; I then ordered ‘the ‘non<: ` 
commissioned officer in charge of the’ company: to. march’. it. to - 
camp ; started on myself to camp: with my monnted: detachment ` 
and Capt. Craig ; down ‘near Reddick’s. Hotel I halted, sent : 


— ~ 
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Sergeant Skinner, who was with me, to go back to the company 
which was just about turning the corner coming on to Main 
street, to halt and-wait for this guard which had been left at 
Compton’s store, Sergeant Skinner going’ to notity the guard to 
join’ the. company, ‘then on its, joining to proceed to camp at 


‘ence; I: then «came .on to camp; in about, I should 
think, 15 minutes the company eame into camp; as they came 


up I halted them, saw they had some.two or three jugs which I 
ascertained contained liquor, which I took from them; told my 
orderly to put them under the fly in- front -of my tent, ordered 
the company. to their. quarters ; Í then gave instructions to the 


» sergeant-and to the Sergeant-of the guard to use every precau- 


tion to prevent the men ‘from going to town again, and allow no 
soldier to pass in or out; I afterward ascertained that the Ser- 
geant did double the posts ; there was no extra detail for guard 
but the men stood twice the time.they are accustomed to stand, 
one man to my own knowledge stood on post over si hours 
without being relieved; from this time until about 7 o’clock next 
morning, I was not out of the limits of my camp and to the 
best of my knowledge and belief my horse was not out of the 
stable during this.time } at about, I should think, half past 3 
o'clock, I heard the sentinel along on the flank of my quarters 
remark he thought there must, be a fire in town, or words to that 
effect; I-came outside and sung out toward the stable to saddle 
the horses, thinking I would go. to town ; I however changed my 
mind and ordered the horses unsaddled; the next morning I 
ordered my servant to turn out some portion of the liquor and 
throw it away; sent the balance to the Sergeant, and for him to 
dispose of: it; aside from a jug of alcohol or gin, there was not 
half a gallon of liquor ; I used none of this liquor myself. 

The roll was not called to my knowledge after the return of 
the company to camp; I have ‘no reason to believe that the 
company did not all return ; the sentinels are never mounted. 

<< a dg i GEO. W. SMITH, | 
Cantain'17th Infantry, Brévet Major U. 8. A. Commanding 
Post of Brenham. oa ae fa ee we ET 
Sworn to and subscribed before us, this 21st day of Septem- 
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n l e m s, Sept 16th, 1866, 
Cot. Mason, RR RR Galveston : fo, 

The undersigned Joint Committee, appointed by the Legislas 
ture of this State, to investigate the bur ning.of a-portion of the 
town of Brenham, will be at said town on Tuesday, 9 A. M., the 
18th ‘inst.; to make said ‘investigation, and respectfully request 
you to be present, or send bome suitable’ officer to be present 
during said investigation. + Respectfully, 

GEO. È. BURNEY, : 
‘C: KYLE, “+ Committeé. 
J.D. GIDDINGS. fg 
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HEADQUARTERS: POST OF BREN HAM,- Å 
: BRENHAM, TEX., Sept. 19th, 1866. 
Messrs. Burney, Kyle-and Giddings : 
"GENTLEMEN : I am requested by Col. Mason to deliver to: „you 


: the inclosed SEERE SO on from him, in reply. to; your eee 


of: the 16thanst. - 
ae am gentlemen; very respectfully your ob't serv’t, 
‘GEO, W. SMITH, - 
Capt. SÅR In., Brit Maj. U. S..A., Com d. Brenham, 


i 


HEADQUARTERS, POST OF GALVESTON, l 
i . GALVESTON; EEX; > Sept. 17th, 2866. 
Messrs Burney, K ji and Giddings : 
‘~ GENTLEMEN: I have the honor. to acknowledge the receipt of 
‘your telegram of the 16th inst. AsI have just returned from 


l Brenham | after a conscientiotis and-searching investigation of the 


WHdle-affair, I hardlydeem it’ neeéssary‘to be present during your 
investigation. While I regret‘that I was not so fortunate as to 
have had your presence at my investigation of last week, I de- 
sire to express to you my heartiest thanks for your invitation of 


. my co-operation i in your ires EEE SHOU, and to beg leave. to hope 


se om 
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that when your inquiry is -ended;. the results we shall have 
deduced will coincide. 
Lam, gentlemen, very respestfully, your ob’t serv’t, 
. E.C. MASON, 
Capt. 17th U. S. In., aun Bvt Col. U. S. A. 


ao» 


Pikaks John M. Murphy, John Mackey, Patrick Murry; 
and James Riley, Co, " E,” 3d Bat. 17th In., deserted from. this 
company on the night- of-the 17th day of September, 1865, 

Corporal Charles Lichenfeldt, privates John-Wager, Manuel 
Quintand, William Pfifer, Co. p,” 3d Bat. 17th In., desrted 
from their company on the night: of September 19th, 1866. 

Sergt. Daniel E. Morrell and corporal Walter W. Brown, Co. 
sE 3d Bat. 17th In., sent to Galveston to General Hospital. 
by order of Dr. Norris; ‘Sept, 17th, 1866. 

Sergeant Daniel E. Howard, privates George Lyrus, Edward 
B. Robbins, Hugh McCann, W.H. Ferry, absent under orders, 
in pursuit of first list of deserters. 

GEO. W. SMITH, 


Capt. 17th In, By’t Msj, U. 8. A. Com’d Brenham. 
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THE STATE OF TEXAS. | 
To Capt. Geo. W. Smith, Com'd Postat Brenham : 

You. are hereby ananda that you bring with you the 
bodies of sergeants Howard and Skinner, privates Turner, Mur- 
ray and ‘Mickey, United States soldiers, before the undersigned 
committee, appointed by the Legislature of. the State of Texas, 
to investigate the facts. and circumstances corinected with the 
recent burning of a portion of the town of Brenham, now in 
session at the Court House, in the town of Brenham, instanter, 
then and there to testify as to such matters concerning which 
they shall be interrogated before said committee. 


Herein fail not, under the -penalties of the law. Witness our: 


hands, ‘this the 18th oe of Sept., 1866. 
SA GEO. E. BURNEY, 


GC. KYLE, .. > {Comite 


J. D. GIDDINGS, 
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CERAND Sea ‘18th, 1866, 
Capt. Geo. W. Smith : 


Caprain : The Committee, appointed by the ‘Legislature of 
this State to investigate the facts connected with the burning of 
a portion of the town of Brenham, deem it important to a full 
and fair investigation of tke matter, that certain soldiers under 
your command should be examined as witnesses, art herewith 
we send a writ of habeas corpus fòr the purpese of enforcing 
their attendance. We assure you that the men shall not, in any 
way, be interrupted or-interfered with by ‘others, and that their 
personal security shall not be endangered,’ ” 


You are requested, if you ste Proper, to be bard at their 


examination. SR ; Respectfully, 
GEO. E. BURNEY, ` E 
mE | CC. KYLE, ‘+ \ Committee, 
J4 D. GIDDINGS, i, & Zz 
a š | ? | i 7 EF di | 


BrRENHAM, Tex., Sept. 18th, 1866. 

Gentlemen : A former derùand for the bodies of certain sol- 
diers of my command met with, the reply that, “I know of no 
change in the military status of this State.” By this I mean 
that I have received no orders for any change relating to the 
civil and military authorities. This matter has been referred to 
the District Commander for his instructions and orders. Up to 
this time, I have received no orders, and I do not feel that I am 
at liberty to turn over any men of my command ‘without an 
order from my superior officer in command of- the District. - 

I am, sirs, very respectfully, your: ‘ob't 8 serv’t, 

GEO. W. SMITH, > 
Capt, 17th Tn., Bvt. Maj. U.S. A. Com’d Post: 
To Investigating Committee, Brenham, Texas. 
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HEADQUARTERS POST OF BRENHAM, 
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BRENHAM, Sept. 18, 1866. 
. Capt. G. W. 8 lil. Commanding Post at Brenham: 


Sir: Yours of this date was duly received. The object of | 


w 
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_ the process sent to you was to procure the testimony of the per- | 
sons named. We did not contemplate turning the parties called . ! 
as witnesses cver to the civil authorities, dnd if permitted to ; 
appear before the commission they will be protected and per- l 
mitted to return to their commands soon as examined, Our ob- 
ject is, to make a full and thorough examination into the facta of 
the disturbance, and burning of this place. ; 
, Your obedient servants, e] 
G. E..BURNEY, | 


\ 


©, KYLE, - Committee, | 

| J. D. GIDDINGS. a 

A true copy. i . | 
ce mr 35 


HEADQUARTES POST OF BRENHAM, } i 
BRENHAM, TEx., Sept. 18th, 1866. 
Gentlemen : I have the honor to state, in reply to your com- 
munication concerning the investigation now being held, that i 
have been informed by the district commander that it is not 
necessary for me to appear, as one investigation has already been 
made. i 
I am sir, very Seer your obedient serv’t, 
GEQ. W. SMITH, 
Capt. 17th In., Bv’t Maj. U. 8. A., Commanding Post, 
To the investigating com mittee, Brenham Texas. 
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BRENHAM, Septembcr 18, 1868. 
Col. Mason, commanding Post of Galo ston = 
T'he committee appointed by the Legislature to investigate 
and report upon the recent disturbances and fire at this place: 
are now.ready to commence ; would be pleased to have you pres- 
ent, Please order Maj. Smith, Post Commander, to send bang 
the Commission such men belonging to his command as the con 
mittce may wish to examine. 
Respectfully, yours, 
x, G. E. BURNEY, sn 
i C. KYLE, Committee. 
i J. D. GIDDINGS, | 
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i “4 l GALVESTON, September 18, 1866. 
ga To Messrea. Bur neg; Kyle and ee 2 


I cannot attend your investigation, as I have to leave for New 


Orleans to- a E-have no authority t o give Maj. Smith the 
i, orders yon desire 
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i E. C. MASON, Brevet Col. 
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